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1] Itis part of our sinful nature to build protective barriers
that shut out other people. What examples of disunity
and division, segregation and schism, have you
observed within the last month?

2] Is the local church today known more for division, splits, withdrawals, pride, and conflicts .
or community, biblical solutions, patience, humility and a Christ-like spirit? Please Explain.
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Ever since the rebellion in Eden shattered the relationship
between humans and God, people have found it difficult to
coexist peacefully. Every marriage, family, church (including
the church at Ephesus), community, and nation struggles to
maintain harmony and peace. Humanity's fallenness creates
powerful feelings of alienation and suspicion, leading to
prejudice, misunderstandings, disagreements, conflict, and even outright war. '

It was no different in Paul’s day. The early church consisted of Jewish people who believed in Jesus.
Yet they still struggled to overcome prejudice against the Gentiles, the non-Jews, who were also
becoming Christians. Paul showed them that Christ is the Prince of Peace and the key to unity in the
church. He alone can bring us into right relationship with God. He alone can shatter the walls of
prejudice and malice that separate human beings. The colorful mystery was that God was extending
His grace not only to the Jews but also to the Gentiles. These two groups were being brought
together, in Christ, into a new entity of the church, by the pure gospel.*

GENTILES: There Greek word used here is ethos, from which
we get our English tern ethnic, and it signifies the non-Jewish
world. In Paul;'s day, the Gentiles (the "uncircumcision”)
experienced two types of alienation. The first was social,
resulting from animosity that had existed between Jews and
Gentiles for thousands of years. Jews considered Gentiles to
be outcasts. Objects of derision, and reproach. The second and more significant type
of alienation was spiritual because Gentiles as a people were cut off from God in five
different ways:

R They were “without Christ” the Messiah, having no savior and Deliverer and without
“ divine purpose or destiny.

] They were “aliens from the commonwealth of Israel.” God's chosen people, the Jews,
R were a nation whose supreme King and Lord was God Himself, and from whose unique
blessing and protection they benefited.

Gentiles were “strangers from the covenants of promise,” not able to partake of God's
divine covenants in which He promised to give his people a land, a priesthood, a people, a
nation, a kingdom, and a King—and to those who believe in Him, eternal life and heaven.

n They had “no hope” because they had been given no divine promise.

H They were “without God” in the world.”

*MacArthur, John. Ephesians: Our Immeasurable Blessings in Christ. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2007.




Read 2:11-3:21, noting the key words and
definitions next to the passage.

Ephesians 2:11-22°

One In Christ

11 Therefore remember that at one time you
Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by
what is called the circumcision, which is made in
the flesh by hands-- 12 remember that you were
at that time separated from Christ, alienated from
the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the
covenants of promise, having no hope and without
God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who
once were far off have been brought near by the
blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who
has made us both one and has broken down in his
flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the
law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that
he might create in himself one new man in place of
the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby
killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached
peace to you who were far off and peace to those
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who were near. 18 For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints
and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure,
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being

built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
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Ephesians 3:1-21

The Mystery of the Gospel Revealed

1 For this reason |, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on
behalf of you Gentiles-- 2 assuming that you have
heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given
to me for you, 3 how the mystery was made known to
me by revelation, as | have written briefly. 4 When you
read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery
of Christ, 5 which was not made known to the sons of
men in other generations as it has now been revealed
to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6 This
mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of
the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ

Jesus through the gospel. 7 Of this gospel | was made a ‘

minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was
given me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though
| am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given,
to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone what is
the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who
created all things, 10 so that through the church the
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11
This was according to the eternal purpose that he has
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have
boldness and access with confidence through our faith
in him. 13 So | ask you not to lose heart over what | am
suffering for you, which is your glory.

Prayer for Spiritual Strength
14 For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, 15
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from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches
of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your
inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith--that you, being
rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ
that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 20 Now to
him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the
power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout

all generations, forever and ever. Amen.



3] There is only one imperative verb in Ephesians 2-3, and it is found in 2:11-12, the
word remember. How does it affect you to remember your situation before you
knew Christ?

4] H.B. Charles, Jr. says that you cannot have a high view of Christ and a low view
of the church at the same time.* Do you agree? If so, why do you think it is
important for every believer to have a high view of the church?

>

Paul uses three illustrations to describe what it means
to be a Christ-follower, and all three of them speak to
the importance of our relationship to other Christians.
In verse 19, he states that Christians are “citizens. with
: s the saints.” In the same way that one might identify with
others from the same country or state, so Paul says Christians relate to one another. The .
second metaphor in verse 19 intensifies the relationship: we are “members of God's house-
hold.” We are to view our relationship with other Christians as we do our closest family
members. Verses 20-22 drive the point home even further, pointing out that believers in
Christ are “put together” or “built together” by God. Christians are not only citizens of the
same country and members of the same family: they are “mortared” together permanently
by God for His purpose and glory. The only question is whether we live like it.2

5] How do these three illustrations of the church in 2:19-22 describe our unity in
Christ, both in our experience with the Lord and with one another? Which of the
three makes the biggest impact on you?

! Charles, H.B. “H. B. Charles Jr” H. B. Charles Jr. (blog), May 20, 2019. https://www.hbcharlesjr.com/2019/05/20/why-the-church/.
2 Merida, Tony, David Platt, and Daniel L. Akin. Exalting Jesus in Ephesians. Nashville, TN: Holman Reference, 2014.



Let Us Elevate Our Concept of the Local Church

An obvious implication from these three pictures is that Christ wants to create a people, not merely
isolated individuals who believe in Him. This passage confronts Western evangelism. To be separate
from the church is to say, “I want to be a stone apart from a building” or “a son or daughter
separated from my family” or "a refugee away from my country.” Many people treat the church as
something that is unnecessary, unimportant, or even a hindrance to doing great things for God. I
used to believe this. I did not want to pastor. I felt I was superior to others, not needing the church.
I felt I could do more apart from the. church. I hopped around visiting different churches, but did
not have community. That is not God's design for the Christian.

Some think the church is fine for others, but they do not feel the need to take membership
seriously. The New Testament positions it as our fundamental identity. Belonging to a local church
should be more important than where you go to school, where you work, or to what club you
belong. Sometimes people ask whether college students should join a church. I think students
should consider the church they may belong to before they go off to school. If we are apart from
community, we are not following the New Testament pattern, and we are not helping ourselves. It is
not good to be apart from the oversight of shepherds or apart from the accountability and support
of brothers and sisters.

The New Testament assumes every Christian is part of a local church. It knows nothing of lone-
ranger Christianity or the position that claims, “I'm a member of the universal church; I don’t need
to join a local, visible church.” We show we are part of the universal church by identifying with a
tangible people locally. Is this not what we do in our union with Christ? We live out spiritual union
with Christ visibly. In the same way, we should live out our union with other believers visibly. Identify
yourself with a people. Avoid being a “ninja Christian,” just slipping into a worship service and
leaving without a trace. Be a family member instead.

Church discipline assumes local church members are identifiable (Matt 18:15-17). When Paul directs
the Corinthians to expel the immoral brother, he assumes there are people who are in and people
who are out (1 Cor 5:9-13). In 2 Corinthians 2:6 the “majority” of members voted to remove a man
from its membership. The New Testament also mentions lists, which illustrates that people were
identifiable (e.g., 1 Tim 5:9). The book of Acts counts people (e.g., Acts 2:41). People knew who was
part of the church. The writer of Hebrews says overseers will give an account for their people (Heb
13:17). If there are no identifiable members, then there is no one for whom to give an account.
Electing leaders (Acts 6; 13), submitting to them, regulating membership, keeping lists, and voting
only make sense if there is an identifiable group of members. The metaphors for the church — stones
in a temple, members of a family, citizens of a kingdom, members of a body — all assume individuals

are part of an actual church. '

There is certain flexibility as to how one works out the membership process in a local church, but
the New Testament emphasis on the importance of belonging to a local church is abundantly clear.
We cannot read this passage honestly without seeing the importance of the church.

This is how God intends for us to live out our faith and love one another: in community. It is an
incredible gift of God's grace to have a family of faith. It is a gift of grace to gather corporately and
stir up one another to faith and good works (Heb 10:24-25). It is a gift of grace to love one another
as Christ has loved us (John 13:34-45). It is a gift of grace to carry one another’s burdens (Gal 6:2).
It is a gift of grace to encourage one another and to be encouraged by one another (1 Thess 5:11).
It is a gift of grace to be taught and admonished by one another (Col 3:16). It is a gift of grace to
be allowed the privilege to give financially to further the gospel (2 Cor 8-9). It is a gift of grace to
come to the table for communion (1 Cor 11:26). All of these privileges have come to us via the
cross-work *

*Merida, Tony, David Platt, and Daniel L. Akin. Exalting Jesus in Ephesians. Nashville, TN: Holman Reference, 2014.



