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Acts 13:2-3
While they were 
worshiping the Lord 
and fasting, the 
Holy Spirit said, “Set 
apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul 
for the work to 
which I have called 
them.” Then after 
fasting and praying 
they laid their hands 
on them and sent 
them off.
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3THE STORY: ACTS 13:1-12



1 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, 
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod 
the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy 
Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called 
them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent 
them off. 4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and 
from there they sailed to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed 
the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. And they had John to assist them. 
6 When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they came upon 
a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. 7 He was with the 
proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and 
Saul and sought to hear the word of God. 8 But Elymas the magician (for that is 
the meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from 
the faith. 9 But Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked 
intently at him 10 and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, 
full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths 
of the Lord? 11 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will 
be blind and unable to see the sun for a time.” Immediately mist and darkness fell 
upon him, and he went about seeking people to lead him by the hand. 12 Then the 
proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, for he was astonished at the 
teaching of the Lord.

THE STORY: ACTS 13:1-12 [ESV}
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          1 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, TN: 
B&H Publishing Group, 2017).
         2 Garland, David E., Mark L. Strauss, John H. Walton, Kevin Harney, Sherry Harney, and Adam T. Barr. 2017. “Acts. Teach The Text 
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BIG IDEA

AS THE SPIRIT OF GOD CONTINUES TO MOVE WITHIN THIS 
LOCAL CHURCH, LEADERS ARE SET APART FOR THE SPIRIT 
TO THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD.

GOING VIRAL
Today the term viral exists in a slightly different way than it did 20 or so years ago. There’s media and 
content that’s being created with the expressed intention of going “viral.” The term viral in this context 
relates to or involves an image, video, piece of information, etc., that is circulated rapidly and widely 
from one Internet user to another. The idea is that in order to effect a larger majority, one starts by 
impacting the one, and giving them the ability to now own or share the experience as their own and 
impact another person and so on. This never-ending sharing cycle is what causes something small to 
morph into something epic that infiltrates the screens and minds of those all around the world. 

In many ways, this is the story of Christianity. It began with a select few back in Jerusalem and now has 
expanded over countries and continents. And we get to witness it’s inception as we see the first ever 
missionary journey, by Barnabas and Saul. Up to this point in acts the gospel has spread, in large part, 
due to persecution. With a couple of very unique encounters like Peter and the gentile God-fearer 
Cornelius, and Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch. But now the Holy Spirit is about to pro-actively send 
out Barnabas and Saul on mission, to make the gospel known in new places and spaces. “While these 
missionary journeys throughout Acts have particular relevance for international missionaries, people 
who cross the street to bear witness to Jesus can also find much instruction and inspiration in these 
moving narratives”¹

WHAT’S NEXT?
This chapter begins by letting us in on the leadership of the Antioch Church. We can see the diversity 
in both ethnicity and class among these “Prophets and Teachers.” And as one, we see them worshiping 
and ministering to the Lord. The language used here reminds us of our role not just as those made free 
by the shed blood of Jesus, but also the joy of ministering to the Lord in worship and devotion. After all, 
we are called to be a kingdom of priests unto God. (Ex 19:6, 1 Pet 2:9) In the old testament, the idea of 
worship for priests was a bloody job, constantly making sacrifices and offerings for sin. But thanks be 
to God for the gift of Jesus, who became the sacrifice, once and for all time. Now we present our bodies 
as a living sacrifice unto God. (Rom 12:1) We now slay our will and lay down our plans on the altar of 
our hearts. We surrender all that we have before God, acknowledging that he alone is the only true 
and wise God, who’s worthy of all worship. And the more we truly worship him, the more we become 
like him and get closer to what he’s after with us. This is what makes fasting a powerful discipline in 
the life of the believer.  In fasting one humbles oneself and withdraws “in the highest degree from 
the influence of the world and makes oneself receptive to commands from heaven.”² Fasting is us 
saying no to something that may be good, to say yes to something greater: God. It’s being aware of 
the voice of our consumption and convenience, that sometimes competes with the cry in our souls 
for God and his kingdom. In this case, their worship and fasting unto to the Lord caused them to get 
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clarity about what was next. The Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 
which I have called them.” Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them 
off. It can’t be ignored that before this church became a missional church, they were a devoted church. 
A worshiping, praying, and fasting church. As many of us move through our journey of faith, we may 
at various points contend with this idea of plateauing or “what now?” We can find comfort in the 
model of devotion we observe in the early church. Let us not 
neglect coming together to worship, pray, and fast, that 
we might receive the heart of God our Father. That we 
might hear the resonant calling from God’s abounding love 
for humanity saying “who will go for us?” Believe it or not, 
heaven is more moved by the events here on earth, than us. 
God sees the evil in this world that so many of us deny and 
avoid. And he sees the least of these. He hears the cries and 
pain of the hurting. He doesn’t choose a side, or pick a color 
to represent. His heart is after both the oppressor and the 
oppressed. He seeks to radically impact those with power 
and those without. The gospel shatters the chains and breaks 
down the walls to free both the abusive and the abused. But 
who will go for him? Who will lay down their life and follow 
after him, going out into the culture and living his truths, making him known through their lives, their 
work, and their relationships? Who will announce the coming of a new Kingdom and freedom, that 
humanity has never known before and apart from Jesus. He’s sending us out just like Barnabas in Saul. 
Will you go?

1ST STOP, CYPRUS
Sent out by the Holy Spirit and the church, they set sail for Cyprus. They dock at the coastal city of 
Salamis and they began what becomes a strategy of engagement throughout acts. They began 
preaching in the synagogues of the Jews, and also accepting invitations to share the gospel in other 
influential and less accessible spaces. They journey through the island, from the eastern coast to the 
southwestern coastal city of Paphos. And there, as there were invited to share the word of God with 
the proconsul; Sergius Paulus. The sent ones encounter opposition from a false prophet named Bar-
Jesus. The bible doesn’t explicitly fill us in on the specifics of his opposition to Barnabas and Saul (now 
referred to by his Roman name of Paul). Just that this sorcerer named Elymas was “seeking to turn 
the proconsul away from the faith.” It may seem a bit strange that God would call us, and send us out 
and yet we still encounter opposition or tribulation. But we were never promised an easy life, we were 
promised an easy yoke and light burden to carry because he’d be there to help us. We aren’t promised 
a trouble free existence, but we are promised that we’d never be alone, and that Jesus would be with us 
to the end of it all. Paul gives us some insight into the working opposition of Elymas by his response to 
him. Hey says “You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you 
not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? Paul is clearly not playing! The term Bar-Jesus 
actually means son of Jesus, so it’s no wonder that he opens with the truth about who he is and not 
what he’s called by others; Son of the devil. The phrase “making crooked the straight paths of the Lord 
is also a great indication of what this magician was up to. He was contorting or making complicated 
the simple path that this Roman Proconsul was one to find Jesus. This man’s heart was open to inquire 
and believe, and Elymas was trying to confused and congest his journey of faith. The proconsul was 
similar to a roman governor over Cyprus. This sorcerer was likely one of the men that Sergius 
Paulus would consult when decisions needed to be made. This was very common of men in high 

We should all feel a sense 
of sent-ness as humans.

There are no ordinary humans, 
but rather humans refusing 

to live extraordinarily. 



echelons of leadership. So his opposition to the gospel was in response to his fear of losing his place of 
influence next to the proconsul. There are some that will oppose the gospel because of their own pride 
and materialism, but this must never deter us from going and sharing because we never know who 
will hear and respond with faith in Jesus. The gospel reveals and confronts idols in both us and those 
we’re sent to. It makes clear who we’re really trusting in, and 
by it’s very nature enables us to believe God enough to launch 
out into his depths for us. Paul concludes by saying “And now, 
behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind 
and unable to see the sun for a time.” Immediately mist and 
darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking people 
to lead him by the hand. It may appear to be too harsh, or 
some kind of punishment. But let’s remember that this was the 
very method of grace that was given to Paul back in chapter 
9. Paul knows what it’s like to be temporarily blinded and for 
it to be the blessing that aids the person in darkness coming 
into the marvelous light of Jesus. While we’ll never know if 
Elymas ever believed, the roman proconsul Sergius Paulus 
does believe.“ Luke shows the gospel continuing to infiltrate 
the Roman imperial power structure: first a centurion, and 
now a proconsul.¹ And not just because of the miracle of temporary blindness, but he was astonished 
at the teaching of the Lord. The miracles might get our attention, but it’s the teaching of the Lord that 
converts us. The gospel proclamation can never be underestimated. As ones who are sent by the holy 
spirit into the everyday stuff of life, we must be prepared with our story of God at work in our lives. 
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Church isn’t a building, it’s a people 
meant to engage other people. 
So our success isn’t measured 

ONLY by who “comes,” it’s 
also about who’s “sent.”

13FOR “EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF 
THE LORD WILL BE SAVED.” 14HOW THEN WILL 
THEY CALL ON HIM IN WHOM THEY HAVE NOT 
BELIEVED? AND HOW ARE THEY TO BELIEVE IN 
HIM OF WHOM THEY HAVE NEVER HEARD? AND 
HOW ARE THEY TO HEAR WITHOUT SOMEONE 
PREACHING? 15AND HOW ARE THEY TO PREACH 
UNLESS THEY ARE SENT? AS IT IS WRITTEN, 
“HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO 
PREACH THE GOOD NEWS!”

ROMANS 10:13-15 ESV

         1 Garland, David E., Mark L. Strauss, John H. Walton, Kevin Harney, Sherry Harney, and Adam T. Barr. 2017. “Acts. Teach The Text 
Commentary Series.” Grand Rapids, MI.
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POPULAR 
CULTURE!

The statement “Seeing is believing” is 
often used when someone makes a claim 
that’s hard to accept. Especially in today’s 
modern culture, people want to see 

the photograph, the video clip, or the scientific 
proof. We feel much safer if we have some kind of 
evidence that we can trust. The problem, though, 
is that seeing is not always believing. Jesus did 
numerous signs and miracles in the presence 
of the people, but still many of them refused to 
believe. Even with the greatest miracle of all—
Jesus’s death and resurrection—some people 
would not believe. We often see what we want 
to see or explain away what we do not want to 
see. Preaching brings a message of truth, which 
is either accepted or rejected, and although signs 
can help point to or substantiate the message, it 
is the message itself that is needed. Preaching 
is what brings that message and what compels 
someone to make a decision, to come to a 
conviction one way or another.”

Never knowing when God will reveal an opportunity for us to extend his love and freedom to someone 
near us that he loves so dearly. Get closer to him. Devote a little more. Maybe do or eat a little less. 
Create a larger space in life for him to tabernacle or dwell in you richly. We don’t have to be perfect 
to be sent. All of your dreams don’t have to come true in order for you to go make disciples and be a 
witness of Jesus at work in humanity. It won’t be easy. But it will be effective, and in our obedience there 
is success. GO!

HOW TO SHARE 
YOUR GOSPEL STORY:

YOUR Genesis 
Where it all started for you. The earliest 
memory that comes to mind that you 
believed shaped you for the better or 
otherwise. The key question here is Who or 
what did you credit for who you were? 

YOUR Fall/Redemption
The moment or environment when you 
realized you were in need of help and truth; 
Jesus. How did you come to trust in Jesus as 
Lord and Savior of your life? 

YOUR Restoration
How has life been as a result of following 
Jesus? How has that moment and the 
process of transformation led you to where 
you are now? 

(Jeff Vanderstelt Gospel Fluency)



 Who might God be sending you to? What breaks your heart? What 
need stands out to you about people?
 
Paul was sent out to different place, Barnabas was sent home to a place 
he knew. Where might God be sending you? What will be required 
for you to be effective?
 
Are you intentional about living the Gospel in the space God has given 
you right now? If not, what are some steps you could take toward this 
in the next 7 days?
 
Things in excess can become their opposite. More can become less. 
What might God be calling you away from? What could you abstain 
from to pursue him more fully?
 
Have you ever allowed the opposition to God’s plan for you to stop 
you or cause you rethink it’s validity? If so, how did you overcome it?

REFLECT & DISCUSS
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18AND JESUS CAME AND SAID TO THEM, “ALL AUTHORITY 
IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH HAS BEEN GIVEN TO ME. 19GO 
THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS, 
BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER AND OF 
THE SON AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, 20TEACHING THEM 
TO OBSERVE ALL THAT I HAVE COMMANDED YOU. AND 
BEHOLD, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, TO THE END OF THE AGE.

MATTHEW 28:19-20 ESV

“

“


