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But the Lord said to 
him, “Go, for he is a 
chosen instrument of 
mine to carry my name 
before the Gentiles 
and kings and the 
children of Israel. 
For I will show him 
how much he must 
suffer for the sake 
of my name.” 
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The Conversion of Saul
1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went 
to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so 
that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them 
bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 And falling to the ground he 
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he 
said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 
But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who 
were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 
Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. 
So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days 
he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 10 Now there was a disciple at 
Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, 
“Here I am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called 
Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, 
he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay 
his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, 
I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints 
at Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who 
call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument 
of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 
16 For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 
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17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he 
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you 
came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained 
his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and taking food, he was strengthened. 
For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20 And immediately he 
proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 21 And all 
who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made havoc in 
Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come here for this 
purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased all 
the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving 
that Jesus was the Christ.

Saul Escapes from Damascus
23 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24 but their plot 
became known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night in order to kill 
him, 25 but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an opening 
in the wall, lowering him in a basket.

Saul in Jerusalem
26 And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And 
they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a disciple. 27 But 
Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles and declared to them how 
on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he 
had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he went in and out among them 
at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And he spoke and 
disputed against the Hellenists. But they were seeking to kill him. 30 And when 
the brothers learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to 
Tarsus. 31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace 
and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of 
the Holy Spirit, it multiplied.
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BIG IDEA

NO ONE IS OUTSIDE OF GOD’S REACH, INCLUDING THE 
MOST NOTORIOUS OPPONENTS OF THE GOSPEL; AND 
WHEN IT’S ALL SAID AND DONE, ONLY ONE MAN WILL 
BE LEFT STANDING.

Former world heavyweight boxing champ, 
Muhammad Ali, was known for often bragging, 
“I’m the greatest.” Just before take-off on an airline 
flight, the stewardess reminded Ali to fasten his 
seatbelt. “Superman don’t need no seatbelt,” Ali 
told her. The stewardess retorted, “Superman don’t 
need no airplane, either.” Ali had met his match, and 
fastened his seatbelt.¹  In Acts 9 we see Saul, a man 
who was feared by many, finally meet his match, and 
is changed forever. 

Before Saul Meet Jesus
Saul was born into a Jewish family in Tarsus (Turkey) 
roughly within a few years of Jesus’ birth. He was also 
a Roman citizen, a distinct privilege that would open a few doors later in his life. Trained as a Pharisee, 
and a tent maker by occupation, he was most noted for his hatred of those who followed Jesus and 
actually thought he was doing God a service by persecuting the church. He believed that the teachings 
of Jesus and the apostles were in violation of Mosaic Law and had committed his life to harassing, 
arresting, and killing anyone who followed those teachings.

We first meet Saul in Acts 7:58, as he watches in approval as his fellow Jews stone Stephen to death. In 
Judea, he was known for trying to destroy the church there, and then got authority from the high priest 
to go as far as Damascus to hunt down disciples of Jesus. This wasn’t just some loose canon terrorist 
roaming around the streets, he had the endorsement of the highest Jewish council in all the land.  

Damascus had a large Jewish population, and it has been estimated that there could of have been thirty 
to forty synagogues in the city.² The fact that there were already believers there indicates how effective 
these early followers had been in getting out Jesus’ message in just a short amount of time. 

Saul Meet Jesus
But something ironic happens along his journey.  He’s the one that gets arrested– by Jesus, the risen 
Christ–by way of a light representing the blinding glory of God flashing around him. Suddenly, Saul 

    ¹Clifton Fadimon, ed., Little, Brown Book of Anecdotes (Boston: Little, Brown, 1991).
    ²Warren W. Wiersbe, Be dynamic: experience the power of Gods people (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2009).
    ³Charles R. Swindoll, Swindolls living insights New Testament commentary (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 2016).
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falls on the ground. This demonstration of light is an example of a theophany, a visible manifestation 
of God. Throughout the Old Testament, the Lord indicated His presence in the form of a supernatural 
light, later called the shekinah. This light appeared in a bush to Moses, led the Israelites through the 
wilderness in a pillar, and settled on Mount Sinai in front of the Israelites. When the tabernacle, and later 
the temple, was built, the shekinah hovered over the ark of the covenant behind a veiled curtain in the 
most holy place. The Lord did this for the benefit of His people, to affirm His presence among them as 
their one and only God. Here, Saul experiences this revelation.

Saul fell to the ground and heard a voice indicting him for persecuting “Me”– not “them” or “the 
church” or even “my church,” but “Me!” Such an odd choice of pronoun might have confused Saul, but  
he learned in that moment how the Lord so intimately identifies with his Bride.¹

Meanwhile, a Christian named Ananias has a vision from God in which he is told to go meet Saul. He 
knows who Saul is and what his mission is, and is terrified! But God assures him that He has chosen 
Saul, and is about to switch up his mission to now carry the gospel to Jews, Gentiles and kings. Obeying 
God, Ananias conquers his fear, and goes to meet with Saul. When he finds him, the first words out of 
his mouth are, “Brother Saul,” identifying him as a believer, and restores his sight. Then Saul, signifying 
his new faith in Christ, is baptized.

Saul After Christ
Saul wasted no time; he “immediately” began declaring in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 
This is the only place in Acts that you find this title, but Paul used it in his epistles at least fifteen times. 
It was a major emphasis in his ministry. The dramatic change in Saul’s life was a source of wonder to the 
Jews in Damascus. After a stint in Arabia, and then back to Jerusalem, Paul returns to Damascus where 
he would learn what it meant to be the hunted instead of the hunter! This was only the beginning of the 
“great things” he would suffer for the name of Christ (v. 16).

Saul’s conversion experience was like no other. Most people don’t receive a supernatural, in-person 
encounter with the risen Christ! Even so, in his experience we see a paradigm that applies to the birth & 
nurturing of all new Christians. Take note of the events following Saul’s conversion.² 

A RELATIONSHIP
 Immediately after Saul’s encounter with Christ, the Lord sent a mature believer to minister to him. 
Ananias became his friend, advocate, and guide. Paul had questions; Ananias offered answers. Paul 
needed the companionship of someone who had experienced this transformation; Ananias became 
his first Christian companion. It’s a jolting, sometimes overwhelming experience when the Holy 
Spirit first takes up residence  in a new believer; he or she needs someone to help with those first 
steps as life begins from a completely new perspective. 

A COMMUNITY 
Ananias didn’t shoulder this burden alone; he quickly introduced Saul to the community of believers 
in Damascus. They, in turn, helped Paul determine what he should do next. They supported his 

   ¹Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, TN: 
B&H Publishing Group, 2017).
   ²Charles R. Swindoll, Swindolls living insights New Testament commentary (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 2016).
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    ¹Charles R. Swindoll, Swindolls living insights New Testament commentary (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 2016).

 

      

convictions, they protected him from his enemies, and they nurtured his growth as a believer. The 
church helped Saul begin to rewrite his theory now that he had met the Messiah. Their support led 
to the next stage of Paul’s transformation. 

AN EDUCATION 
Though Paul jumped into evangelism and preaching 
immediately, his Damascus road experience and obvious 
call to ministry didn’t mean he could circumvent doctrinal 
and practical preparation. Though we don’t know exactly 
what he did there, Paul left Damascus to spend time in 
Arabia (Gal. 1:17). Perhaps he was studying, meditating, 
and communing with the Lord and even receiving special 
revelation from the Holy Spirit. After an unspecified time 
period, he returned to Damascus and then Jerusalem. 
Long before his call to work among Gentile converts 
in Antioch, Paul relocated to his hometown of Tarsus 
(Acts 9:29-30), where he spent ten years studying and 
laboring in ministry. Only then, after much doctrinal and 
practical preparation, did God launch Paul into his role 
as an apostle. 

A REPRODUCTION 
With his own spiritual development well underway, Saul 
the Pharisee was transformed into Paul the apostle, and he 
began to reproduce as a believer. His testimony became 
the basis of a worldwide evangelistic ministry whereby his 
faith brought others to faith in Jesus.¹ And that’s what God 
intends for everyone who becomes a part of His kingdom 
as disciple-making disciples

Everything that Saul of Tarsus said and did from that moment on, and particularly everything that he wrote, 
flowed from that sudden, shocking meeting with Jesus. The fact that someone like this, with the reputation 
he had, was stopped in his tracks and confronted by Jesus himself, and transformed, and was now using his 
very considerable biblical skill and way with words to demonstrate to all that Jesus really was the Messiah, 
had to be encouraging to all of the Jesus followers who heard about it. 

But it didn’t just encourage them, it informed them more clearly how to read and interpret the Scriptures 
in light of God’s grand narrative. This is the first time in Acts we see Jesus being referred to with the title 
“Son of God.” But what did this mean? Two verses later Paul is insisting that Jesus really was “the Messiah”, 
or to put it even more clearly, that “the Messiah” they had been hoping for, really was this man Jesus. It 
wasn’t simply that Jewish people in the synagogues had heard about Jesus and were trying to figure out 
who he was; they had, much more thoroughly, heard in Scripture and sermon song for many generations 

What human 
authors  
wrote most 
of the bible??
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How did the Lord first get your 
attention? Was it through a dramatic 
event like this? Or something more 
subtle?

Who is the most outspoken critic of 
Christianity that you know? What 
would it take for you to believe that 
they might believe the gospel?

How would you act in Ananias’ 
place? Since Jesus had already 
appeared to Saul directly, why 
would he want a person to go to him 
directly? What is signficant about 
they way Ananias addresses Paul?

How would you feel if God wanted 
you to meet with someone known 
for killing Christians? Would you 
do it?

What would be the impact on your 
neighborhood if you became an 
evangelist like Saul?

REFLECT & DISCUSS

that there might be a new ‘anointed king’, a 
Messiah’, on the way. But who would it be? 
To that question, Paul was answering boldly: 
it’s Jesus, despite what you might think at 
first glance.

What is your perception of Jesus? Perhaps 
you grew up with the idea of him as a 
non-intimidating little guy, or the friendly 
neighborhood soft spoken European. 
Scripture teaches that the God-Man Jesus,  
born in Bethlehem to a virgin teenager, was 
also the Christ, Eternal Son of God, who is 
coequal with the Father. Colossians 1:16 tells 
us that all things were created for him and by 
him. As intimidating as Saul would have been, 
he certainly was no match for Jesus, and 
neither are we. And sometimes we may have 
to be “taken down by Jesus”, like Saul, for our 
own good, before we can move forward in 
the true mission of our lives, fellowship with 
God. In this text, we see that even the most 
notorious opponent of the gospel crumbles 
at the foot of the God of all creation.




