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INTRO TO ACTS

HOW DO YOU WAIT?

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE: ACTS 1:1-11

TELLING YOUR STORY

THE SAGA CONTINUES

From before time began, 
until now, God has always 
been about establishing a 
unique people for Himself. 
Out of the dark shadows 
of ancient Jewish culture, 
His light spreads to many 
cultures and people 
groups, to create one new 
nation. The Church. The 
story of Acts is a drama 
filled account of how 
the Holy Spirit continues 
the work of Jesus in the 
earth, by empowering His 
followers to participate 
in His mission, and do 
what would otherwise be 
impossible. 

FROM BEFORE TIME 
BEGAN, UNTIL NOW, GOD 
HAS ALWAYS BEEN ABOUT 
ESTABLISHING A UNIQUE 
PEOPLE FOR HIMSELF. 
OUT OF THE DARK 
SHADOWS OF ANCIENT 
JEWISH CULTURE, HIS 
LIGHT SPREADS TO MANY 
CULTURES AND PEOPLE 
GROUPS, TO CREATE 
ONE NEW NATION. THE 
CHURCH. THE STORY 
OF ACTS IS A DRAMA 
FILLED ACCOUNT OF 
HOW THE HOLY SPIRIT 
CONTINUES THE WORK 
OF JESUS IN THE EARTH, 
BY EMPOWERING 
HIS FOLLOWERS TO 
PARTICIPATE IN HIS 
MISSION, AND DO WHAT 
WOULD OTHERWISE BE 
IMPOSSIBLE.

TAG, 
YOU’RE IT!
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BIRTH OF
THE CHURCH

1:1-7:60

The Church is:

Born

Tested

Purified

Strenghened

Empowered

Apostle

Witness

Be Amazed

Sign

Wonder

The Gospel is:

Spreading

Multiplying

Changing Lives

Breaking Traditions

Preach/Proclaim

Evangelize

Disciple

Repent

Circumcision

The Movement is:

Tested

Persecuted

Defended

Unhindered

Persecute

Solemnly Testify

Immediately

Accuse 

Command

The Witness is:

Extended

Received & Rejected

Changing Lives

Unifying Jews & Gentiles

Reason With/Discuss

Make Known Widely 

Exhort/Encourage

Suddenly/At Once

Faith

8:1-12:25 13:1-20:2 20:3-28:31

THE RISE OF
THE CHURCH

THE EXPANSION OF
THE CHURCH

THE CHALLENGES
OF THE CHURCH
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Author and Date 
Acts is a sequel to the Gospel of Luke. Both were written by Luke, a physician who traveled with 
Paul the Apostle. The time of the writing of the Book of Acts seems to coincide with the close of 
the book, with Paul in prison, and still alive in Rome awaiting trial before Caesar. Many scholars 
assume Acts was written then because it does not record Paul’s defense, release, and further 
gospel preaching. 

The Purpose of the Book 
Acts is the story of God’s grace flooding out to the the world, from the cross and resurrection 
of Jesus in Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. This movement advances through the activity 
of those who were witnesses of Jesus after they were empowered by the Holy Spirit. Luke’s 
purpose can be expressely seen in Luke 1:4—“that you may have certainty concerning the things 
you have been taught.” Additionally, there are a number of specific aims. 

1. An Historical Motive. A comparison of Luke 1:1-4 and Acts 1:5, shows a continuation in the 
historical motive. The subject of the gospel of Luke is “the things that Jesus began to do and 
teach.” The book of Acts comes to us as a sequel that chronicles the continued mission of Jesus 
in the lives of the Apostles, after their encounter with the Spirit, who empowered them to “do 
and teach” just as Jesus did. 

2. The Defense Motive. In addressing himself to the Roman world, Luke regularly highlights 
the reception of the gospel at the hands of government officials. In every contact with a 
governmental ruler recorded in Acts, Christianity either receives a favorable hearing or was 
ignored, but never opposed. Luke gives emphasis to these favorable attitudes in stark contrast 
to increasing hostility toward Christianity. 

3. The Biographical Motive. While Luke’s purpose is primarily committed to how the gospel 
is spread around the world through the birth, rise and challenges of the early church, and 
how the Holy Spirit works among them in the midst of these challenges, he also divides the 
historical record of Acts into two biographical sections, to give us the history of Peter’s work 
(chs. 1 through 12), and a record of the work of Paul to the Gentiles (chs. 13 through 28).1

INTRO TO ACTS

41 Adapted from Taylor, Gene. 2007. “Acts: A History of the Early Church.” Tallahassee, FL.



The Promise of the Holy Spirit
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus 
began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after 
he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his 
suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. 4 And while staying with them 
he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.”

The Ascension
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you 
at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is 
not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his 
own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9 And 
when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were 
gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in 
white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

The Father’s plan to continue the work 
of Jesus in the earth was to empower his 
followers with his Holy Spirit, and then send 
them around the world. 

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE

BIG IDEA

5



THE SAGA CONTINUES

Imagine how confused you would be if, in reading your 
New Testament, you turned the last page of the gospel 
of John  and discovered–Romans! “How did the church 
get to Rome?” you would ask yourself; the answer is 
found in the book of Acts.

The book of Acts is also the account of the work of the 
Holy Spirit in and through the church. The gospel of 
Luke records what Jesus “began both to do and teach” 
in His human body, and the book of Acts tells us what 
Jesus continued to do and teach through His spiritual 
body, the church. 

In this passage, we see the believers taking care of 
“unfinished business” and getting ready for Pentecost. 
What they said and did reveals to us the faith of the 
church. In what did they really believe? 

They Believed in the Risen Christ
After His resurrection, Jesus remained on earth for forty 
days and ministered to His disciples. He had already 
opened their minds to understand the Old Testament 
message about Himself (Luke 24:44-48), but there were 
other lessons they needed to learn before they could 
launch out in their new ministry. Jesus appeared and 
disappeared during those forty days, and the believers 
never knew when He might show up.¹ 

How Do You
Wait?
The disciples had to wait for the 
power of the Holy Spirit before 
they could do anything that would 
be effective. In our society, many 
hate waiting. We see it as wasted 
time. Instead, waiting can be an 
opportunity for prayer, reflection 
and preparation.

Still, the disciples were not to sit 
on their hands waiting forever. 
When the Holy Spirit came to 
them, they were ready to act. The 
task of witnessing to a resistant 
world can sometimes qualify as 
hazardous duty. Acts narrates their 
witness to the world in powerful 
word, miraculous deeds, and in 
their caring for one another. It 
is not surprising, however, that 
after the disciples have been 
told what to do, we find them 
staring into the clouds rather than 
being engaged in their calling 
to mission. Mission is not church 
department to be outsourced or a 
budget item to balanced. Mission 
is to the church like air is to fire. 
Without it, the church fizzles out.² 

“patience is willingness to stay where we are and 
live the situation out in full belief that something 
hidden there will manifest itself to us. Impatient 
p e o p l e  a r e  a lways  e x p e c t i n g  t h e  r e a l t h i n g  to 
happen somewhere else and therefore want to go 
elsewhere. The moment is empty. But the patient dare 
to stay where they are. Patient living means to live 
actively in the present and wait there. Waiting, then, 
is not passive. It involves nurturing the moment, as 
a mother  nurtures the child that is growing in her.” 
       -Henri J.M. Noun

6
 1 Wiersbe, Warren W. 2009. “Be Dynamic: Experience the power of Gods people. Acts 1-12.” Colorado Springs, CO.
 ²Garland, David E., Mark L. Strauss, John H. Walton, Kevin Harney, Sherry Harney, and Adam T. Barr. 2017. “Acts. Teach 
The Text Commentary Series.” Grand Rapids, MI.



THE SAGA CONTINUES

It was excellent preparation for the church because the 
days were soon coming when He would no longer be 
on earth to instruct them personally. As believers today, 
no one knows when Jesus will return, so our situation is 
somewhat similar to theirs. 

The Reality of His Resurrection 
Some of the believers may have had their doubts forty 
days before (Mark 16:9), but there could be no question 
now that Jesus had indeed been raised from the dead. 
To strengthen their faith, he gave them “many infallible 
proofs,” which Luke did not explain. We know that when 
Jesus met His disciples, He invited them to touch His 
body, and he even ate before them (Luke 24:38-43). 
Whatever proofs He gave, they were convincing.

Faith in His resurrection was important to the church 
because their own spiritual power depended on it. Also, 
the message of the gospel involves the truth of the 
resurrection (Romans 10:9-10; 1 Cor. 15:1-8). If Jesus 
were dead, the church would be speechless. Finally, 
the official Jewish position was that the disciples had 
stolen Jesus’ body from the tomb (Matt. 2:11-5), and the 
believers had to be able to refute this as they witnessed 
to the nation. 

The Power of His Holy Spirit v. 4-8
John the Baptist had announced a future baptism of 
the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16, John 
1:33 and see Acts 11:16), and now that prophecy would 
be fulfilled. Jesus had also promised the coming of the 
Spirit (John 14:16-18, 26; 15:26-27; 16:7-15). It would be 
an endowment of power for the disciples so that they 
would be able to continue the work of Jesus and fulfill 
the will of the Father (Luke 24:49). 

Acts 1:8 is a key verse. To begin with, it explains that the 
power of the church comes from the Holy Spirit and not 
from man (Zech 4:6). God’s people experienced repeated 
fillings of the Spirit as they faced new opportunities and 
obstacles (Acts 2:4; 4:8, 32; 9:17; 13:9).¹ 

Many Christians 
today shy away from 
evangelism because they 
think they do not know 
enough. We believe 
excuses like, “I don’t 
know the Bible that 
well”, or “I don’t have 
a theology degree”, or 
“What if they ask me 
some deep theological 
question?” God does 
not call all Christians to 
be scholars, or pastors. 
And it doesn’t take an 
encyclopedic knowledge 
of the Bible to tell people, 
like a witness in court, 
what you have seen 
Jesus do for you and for 
others. It takes openness 
to the Spirit’s leading to 
speak to others and to 
communicate the gospel 
in credible ways. No one 
can tell your story better 
than you!²

Telling 
Your 
Story

7

 1 Wiersbe, Warren W. 2009. “Be Dynamic: Experience the power of Gods 
people. Acts 1-12.” Colorado Springs, CO.

 ²Garland, David E., Mark L. Strauss, John H. Walton, Kevin Harney, Sherry 
Harney, and Adam T. Barr. 2017. “Acts. Teach The Text Commentary Series.” Grand 
Rapids, MI.



Ordinary people were able to do extraordinary things because the Spirit of God was at work 
in their lives For them, as well as it is for us today, the ministry of the Holy Spirit is not a 
luxury; it is an absolute necessity!

Witness
Witness is a key word in the book of Acts and is used twenty-nine times as either a verb or a 
noun. A witness is somebody who tells what he has seen and heard (Acts 4:19-20). When you 
are on the witness stand in court, the judge is not interested in your ideas or opinions; he only 
wants to hear what you know. Our English word martyr comes from the Greek word translated 
“witness,” and many of God’s people have sealed their witness by laying down their lives.

We hear a great deal these days about “soul winning,” and the emphasis is a good one. 
However, while some of God’s people have a calling to evangelism (Eph. 4:11), all of God’s 
people are expected to be witnesses and tell the lost about the Savior. While we may all be at 
different places in walking out our calling, no matter where we are, we should all be able to 
bear faithful witness to the Savior and his impact on our lives. “A true witness delivereth souls” 
(Prov. 14:25).

The Assurance of His Coming Again
Jesus’s ascension into heaven was an important part of His ministry, for if He had not returned 
to the Father, He could not have sent the promised gift of the Holy Spirit  (John 16:5-15). Also, 
in heaven today, the Savior is our interceding High Priest, giving us the grace that we need 
for life and service (Hebrews 4:14-16). He is also our Advocate before the Father, forgiving us 
when we confess our sins (1 John 1:9-2:2). The exalted and glorified Head of the church is now 
working with His people on earth and helping them accomplish His purposes (Mark 16:19-20).

As the disciples watched Jesus being taken up to glory, two angels appeared and gently 
rebuked them. Angels play an important role in the ministry described in Acts, just as they 
do today, even though we cannot see them (Acts 5:19-20; 8:26; 10:3-7; 12:7-10, 23; 27:23). 
The angels are the servants of the saints (Heb. 1:14). The two messengers gave the believers 
assurance that Jesus Christ would come again, just as He had been taken from them. While 
we may not know the exact date and time that He will return, we know that He is coming, and 
that alone is great motivation for faithful Christian service (Luke 12:34-48).¹

1. If you had to explain the word power with an object, what object 
would you use? Why?

2. The book of Acts is the story of God’s power through His believers. 
How have you seen God’s power demonstrated in your life?

3. How does the ascension of Jesus encourage you as a follower? 

4. What about Acts 1:8 encourages you most? Why?

5. What does Acts1:8 suggest about ethnic diversity and the value of 
people groups around the world?

REFLECT AND DISCUSS 

8 1 Wiersbe, Warren W. 2009. “Be Dynamic: Experience the power of Gods people. Acts 1-12.” Colorado Springs, CO.



A.W. Tozier writes, “The popular 
notion that the first obligation of the 
church is to spread the gospel to the 
uttermost parts of the earth is false. 
Her first obligation is to be spiritually 
worthy to spread it. Our Lord 
said ‘Go ye,’ but He also said, 
‘Tarry ye,’ and the tarrying 
had to come before the 
going. Had the disciples gone 
forth as missionaries before the day 
of Pentecost it would have been an 
overwhelming spiritual disaster, for 
they could have done no more than 
make after their likeness, and this 
would have altered for the worse 
the whole history of the Western 
world and had consequences 
throughout the ages to come.”




