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Acts 10:34-35

34 So Peter opened his 

mouth and said: “Truly 

I understand that God 

shows no partiality, 

35 but in every nation 

anyone who fears him 

and does what is right is 

acceptable to him.

TAG, YOU’RE IT!
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1:1-7:60

The Church is:
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Wonder

The Gospel is:

Spreading

Multiplying

Changing Lives

Breaking Traditions

Preach/Proclaim

Evangelize

Disciple

Repent

Circumcision

The Movement is:
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Immediately
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Command
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Changing Lives
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Suddenly/At Once

Faith
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1 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was known 
as the Italian Cohort, 2 a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave 
alms generously to the people, and prayed continually to God. 3 About the ninth 
hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God come in and say to him, 
“Cornelius.” 4 And he stared at him in terror and said, “What is it, Lord?” And he 
said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. 
5 And now send men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter. 6 He is 
lodging with one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.” 7 When the angel 
who spoke to him had departed, he called two of his servants and a devout soldier 
from among those who attended him, 8 and having related everything to them, he 
sent them to Joppa.

Peter’s Vision
9 The next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went 
up on the housetop about the sixth hour to pray. 10 And he became hungry and 
wanted something to eat, but while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance 11 
and saw the heavens opened and something like a great sheet descending, being 
let down by its four corners upon the earth. 12 In it were all kinds of animals and
reptiles and birds of the air. 13 And there came a voice to him: “Rise, Peter; kill and 
eat.” 14 But Peter said, “By no means, Lord; for I have never eaten anything that is 
common or unclean.” 15 And the voice came to him again a second time, “What
God has made clean, do not call common.” 16 This happened three times, and the 
thing was taken up at once to heaven. 17 Now while Peter was inwardly perplexed 
as to what the vision that he had seen might mean, behold, the men who 
were sent by Cornelius, having made inquiry for Simon’s house, stood at the 
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gate 18 and called out to ask whether Simon who was called Peter was lodging 
there. 19 And while Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said to him, “Behold, 
three men are looking for you. 20 Rise and go down and accompany them without 
hesitation, for I have sent them.” 21 And Peter went down to the men and said, “I 
am the one you are looking for. What is the reason for your coming?” 22 And they 
said, “Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken 
of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to 
come to his house and to hear what you have to say.” 23 So he invited them in to 
be his guests. The next day he rose and went away with them, and some of the 
brothers from Joppa accompanied him. 24 And on the following day they entered 
Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and 
close friends. 25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet 
and worshiped him. 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; I too am a man.” 
27 And as he talked with him, he went in and found many persons gathered. 28 
And he said to them, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate 
with or to visit anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that I should not 
call any person common or unclean. 29 So when I was sent for, I came without 
objection. I ask then why you sent for me.” 30 And Cornelius said, “Four days ago, 
about this hour, I was praying in my house at the ninth hour, and behold, a man 
stood before me in bright clothing 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been 
heard and your alms have been remembered before God. 32 Send therefore to 
Joppa and ask for Simon who is called Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, 
a tanner, by the sea.’ 33 So I sent for you at once, and you have been kind enough 
to come. Now therefore we are all here in the presence of God to hear all that you 
have been commanded by the Lord.”

Gentiles Hear the Good News
34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news 
of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what 
happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that 
John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil, for God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all that he did both in the 
country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41 not to all 
the people but to us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank 
with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living 
and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes 
in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
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The Holy Spirit Falls on the Gentiles
44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard 
the word. 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with 
Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the 
Gentiles. 46 For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. 
Then Peter declared, 47 “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 And he commanded them 
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some 
days.

BIG IDEA

THE HOLY SPIRIT EMPOWERS US TO BREAK THE 
SIN-CYCLE OF PREJUDICE IN OUR CULTURE BY 
FIRST EXPOSING IT IN OUR HEARTS.

Am I Prejudice?
It wasn’t too long ago, that the following stereotypes would have been considered quite accurate 
profiles, and not particularly offensive in our culture. By in large, most would react to them as light-
hearted comedic caricatures. Read the following profiles and be honest about how they make you feel 
today:

Now meet Dee, but around the hood she’s affectionately known as 
Mama Dee! Mama Dee is a single mom and mother of 3, working 2 jobs 
to keep the lights on and put food on the table. Scratching and surviving, 
and always praying that she would one day move on up and grab a piece 
of the pie. Speaking of pie, her sweet potato pie is the bomb y’all! Not to 
mention the collard greens, black-eyed peas, candied yams and CORN- 
BREAD! Enough to feed the whole neighborhood. But if her kids wanna 
eat, they better make it inside the house before the street lights come on. 

Meet Kathy Homemaker. She is busily working to prepare dinner for 
her family. She has already had a long day of doing laundry, cleaning 
the house, and making sure that her green bean casserole is hot and 
ready when her husband David arrives home from the office. You 
may wonder why you don’t see her children... . That’s because they’re 
currently on timeout for not making straight A’s on their report card. 
They will join Kathy at the table when David arrives home for dinner.  

Whether you think these over-generalized profiles are offensive or not, they seem to reveal an implicit 
bias. Implicit bias occurs when we unconsciously attribute particular qualities to a member of 
a certain social group. For example, “Men are better at science,” “overweight people are lazy,” 
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“Muslims are violent,” and “Christians are judgmental” all stem from prejudicial attitudes. While there 
are lots of overt prejudice and racism in the world, what is perhaps more dangerous is the insidious, 
non-conscious, automatic bias, and how it affects our behavior towards others. Like it or not, prejudice 

is a common human condition. We’ve all been unfairly judged in our time, and lets not pretend like we 
haven’t done our fair share of uninformed judging too. For all of our many differences, such as race, 
creed, culture, gender, and nationality, it’s the one thing we all have in common.

Peter, the most notable voice in the Jerusalem 
congregation and arguably the most courageous 
Christian in the first two decades of the church, 
struggled with prejudice. As Acts 10 opens, the church 
is about five or six years old. Peter has already been 
used by God in a major way during Pentecost (Acts 2), 
what some have called the Samaritan Pentecost (Acts 8) 
and now we see him playing a huge role in the Gentile 
Pentecost experience. But even with his rich history, 
the implications of the gospel were difficult for Peter to 
accept because of deeply embedded prejudice that can 
lurk, even within a redeemed heart.

God gives Peter a vision. And in the vision he is commanded to kill and consume diverse creatures, 
even those forbidden according Jewish law. While Peter doesn’t understand the symbolism at work 
in this vision yet, these unclean animals symbolize God’s cleansing of the unclean Gentiles. But Peter 
refuses to obey the command three times. Why would God use such an extreme example of food in the 
vision? To share food and drink at a table with others was a big deal. It was a declaration of friendship; 
like declaring a covenant and extending peace. Food restrictions had long isolated the Jews from the 
Gentiles, but God was now breaking down this long standing wall of division. So he gives Peter this 
outlandish vision to prepare him for what was about to happen.¹ 

THE IMPLICATIONS 
OF THE GOSPEL WERE 
DIFFICULT FOR PETER 
TO ACCEPT BECAUSE 

OF DEEPLY EMBEDDED 
PREJUDICE THAT CAN 
LURK, EVEN WITHIN A 

REDEEMED HEART.

          1 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, TN: 
B&H Publishing Group, 2017).



8

The next day, God sends him to Caesarea by way of a couple of seemingly random visitors, to meet 
a gentile man named Cornelius. In this intensely Gentile place Peter is face to face with his own 
prejudices. Every faithful Jew regarded Caesarea 
with religious and national disdain. And Gentiles 
loved Caesarea for the same reasons Jews 
hated it. 

Stop and ponder: 
What is the most despised location in 
the world to you? Which nation, city or 
local part of town could you honestly 
do without? 

Take a moment to consider why you feel that 
way. Now, imagine traveling to that location, 
being told to befriend those you meet there, 
and offering them the good news. That’s Peter’s 
assignment. The gospel is about to shatter an 
anti-gospel tradition lurking in the apostles 
heart.  But in order to convert the gentile 
Cornelius, God had to first convert Peter. This 
conversion wasn’t a conversion of faith, but to 
the implications of the faith that had not yet 
permeated his heart and affected his living.

Peter needed the Holy Spirit to help him deal 
with his own bias and prejudice so that he 
would no longer think of Gentiles as unclean. 
And soon the Spirit would confirm the faith 
of these Gentiles, fall “upon all who heard the 
word” (10:44), and open a new chapter in the 
spread of salvation to the ends of the earth. This 
would affirm that Gentiles too are children of 
Abraham, not through circumcision, but by grace alone, through faith in Christ alone.¹

Jesus, Our Peace
Perhaps we may be able to deal with the issues in our upbringing and nurturing by being aware of the 
implicit bias in our subconscious. Some may refer to this as being “woke”. But there’s only ONE WAY 
to deal with the sin in our nature. We don’t just need a new start. We need a new heart. And only Jesus 
can provide that. Ephesians 2 starts off by helping us understand that each of us came into this world 
“dead in our trespasses and sins, and in our very nature, we were children of wrath.” So whether Jew or 
Gentile, Black or White, Detroiter, or Metro Detroiter, none of us are exempt from desperately needing 
grace and mercy. The Apostle Paul goes on to write in Ephesians 2, “But God, being rich in mercy, 

 
PRINCIPLES 

PRINCIPLE   
The rationalization for prejudice is 
tradition (nurture)

PRINCIPLE   
The root of prejudice is sin (nature)

PRINCIPLE   
The rehabilitation from prejudice is 
peace. (Jesus, our new nature)

#2

#3

#1

Takeaway

          1 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, TN: 
B&H Publishing Group, 2017).
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because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ!” (Eph 2:4-5) and then in verse 14, he brings it home:

For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one 
and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of 
hostility. (Ephesians 2:14)

The Greek word here for peace is eirēnē. It means: “a state of national tranquility, exemption from the 
rage and havoc of war, security, safety, prosperity, and to be set at one again.” The Hebrew culture had 
deep ties to this word and would have understood this as shalom, God’s ultimate restoration of all 
things, or as we like to say at Detroit Church, ALL THINGS NEW!!  

Peter’s vision is one way that God 
had prepared him to share the 
gospel with Cornelius. How do you 
feel like God has been preparing 
you? 

When was the last time you found 
yourself in a situation in a place that 
you normally wouldn’t go?  Could 
it be that God was leading you to 
connect with someone different 
than you?

Are you bold enough to discuss any 
“unconverted” areas of your heart 
that may be delaying someone 
else’s conversion.

Someone else’s 
conversion may 
be hanging in the 
balance of your 
conversion! 

a
REFLECT & DISCUSS

“Mahatma Gandhi shares in his 
autobiography that in his student days in 
England he was deeply touched by reading 
the Gospels and seriously considered 
becoming a convert to Christianity, which 
seemed to offer a real solution to the 
caste system that divided the people of 
India. One Sunday he attended church 
services and decided to ask the minister 
for enlightenment on salvation and other 
doctrines. But when Gandhi entered the 
sanctuary, the ushers refused to give him 
a seat and suggested that he go elsewhere 
to worship with his own people. He left 
and never came back. “If Christians have 
caste differences also,” he said to himself, 
“I might as well remain a Hindu.”¹

          1 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, 
Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition 
(Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2017).




