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ACTS 6:8-15

8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and 
signs among the people. 9 Then some of those who belonged to the 
synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of 
the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed 
with Stephen. 10 But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit 
with which he was speaking. 11 Then they secretly instigated men who 
said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and 
God.” 12 And they stirred up the people and the elders and the scribes, 
and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the 
council, 13 and they set up false witnesses who said, “This man never 
ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, 14 for we have 
heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will 
change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” 15 And gazing at him, all 
who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

ACTS 7

1 And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2 And Stephen said: 
“Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father 
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, 3 and 
said to him, ‘Go out from your land and from your kindred and go into 
the land that I will show you.’ 4 Then he went out from the land of the 
Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And after his father died, God removed him 
from there into this land in which you are now living. 5 Yet he gave him no 
inheritance in it, not even a foot’s length, but promised to give it to him 
as a possession and to his offspring after him, though he had no child. 6 
And God spoke to this effect--that his offspring would be sojourners in a 
land belonging to others, who would enslave them and afflict them 
four hundred years. 7 ‘But I will judge the nation that they serve,’ said 
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God, ‘and after that they shall come out and worship me in this place.’ 8 
And he gave him the covenant of circumcision. And so Abraham became 
the father of Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth day, and Isaac 
became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs. 9 “And the 
patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with him 10 
and rescued him out of all his afflictions and gave him favor and wisdom 
before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him ruler over Egypt and over 
all his household. 11 Now there came a famine throughout all Egypt and 
Canaan, and great affliction, and our fathers could find no food. 12 But 
when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers 
on their first visit. 13 And on the second visit Joseph made himself known 
to his brothers, and Joseph’s family became known to Pharaoh. 14 And 
Joseph sent and summoned Jacob his father and all his kindred, seventy-
five persons in all. 15 And Jacob went down into Egypt, and he died, he 
and our fathers, 16 and they were carried back to Shechem and laid in the 
tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor 
in Shechem. 17 “But as the time of the promise drew near, which God had 
granted to Abraham, the people increased and multiplied in Egypt 18 until 
there arose over Egypt another king who did not know Joseph. 19 He dealt 
shrewdly with our race and forced our fathers to expose their infants, so 
that they would not be kept alive. 20 At this time Moses was born; and he 
was beautiful in God’s sight. And he was brought up for three months in his 
father’s house, 21 and when he was exposed, Pharaoh’s daughter adopted 
him and brought him up as her own son. 22 And Moses was instructed 
in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and 
deeds. 23 “When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his 
brothers, the children of Israel. 24 And seeing one of them being wronged, 
he defended the oppressed man and avenged him by striking down the 
Egyptian. 25 He supposed that his brothers would understand that God 
was giving them salvation by his hand, but they did not understand. 26 
And on the following day he appeared to them as they were quarreling and 
tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you are brothers. Why do you 
wrong each other?’ 27 But the man who was wronging his neighbor 
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thrust him aside, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? 28 
Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?’ 29 At this 
retort Moses fled and became an exile in the land of Midian, where he 
became the father of two sons. 30 “Now when forty years had passed, an 
angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire 
in a bush. 31 When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight, and as he 
drew near to look, there came the voice of the Lord: 32 ‘I am the God of 
your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.’ And Moses 
trembled and did not dare to look. 33 Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take 
off the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is 
holy ground. 34 I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in 
Egypt, and have heard their groaning, and I have come down to deliver 
them. And now come, I will send you to Egypt.’ 35 “This Moses, whom 
they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’--this man God 
sent as both ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared 
to him in the bush. 36 This man led them out, performing wonders and 
signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. 
37 This is the Moses who said to the Israelites, ‘God will raise up for you 
a prophet like me from your brothers.’ 38 This is the one who was in the 
congregation in the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount 
Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to us. 39 Our 
fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in their hearts they 
turned to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods who will go before 
us. As for this Moses who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not 
know what has become of him.’ 41 And they made a calf in those days, 
and offered a sacrifice to the idol and were rejoicing in the works of their 
hands. 42 But God turned away and gave them over to worship the host 
of heaven, as it is written in the book of the prophets: “’Did you bring to 
me slain beasts and sacrifices, during the forty years in the wilderness, O 
house of Israel? 43 You took up the tent of Moloch and the star of your 
god Rephan, the images that you made to worship; and I will send you 
into exile beyond Babylon.’ 44 “Our fathers had the tent of witness in 
the wilderness, just as he who spoke to Moses directed him to make it, 
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according to the pattern that he had seen. 45 Our fathers in turn brought 
it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that God drove out 
before our fathers. So it was until the days of David, 46 who found favor in 
the sight of God and asked to find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 
47 But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 48 Yet the Most High 
does not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says, 49 “’Heaven 
is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will you 
build for me, says the Lord, or what is the place of my rest? 50 Did not my 
hand make all these things?’ 51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised 
in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, 
so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? 
And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the 
Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you who 
received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 54 Now when 
they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth 
at him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, 
“Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped 
their ears and rushed together at him. 58 Then they cast him out of the 
city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the 



    The first several verses of Acts 6 introduces us to a man named Stephen, whom the apostles had 
chosen to help serve widows who were being neglected. In just a matter of a few verses, Dr. Luke 
tells us that Stephen is full of the Spirit (v.3), full of wisdom (v.3), full of faith (v.5), full of grace (v.8) 
and full of power (v.8). While this task was a super important one, the Holy Spirit did not limit his 
ministry to caring for widows; he also spoke with wisdom, preached the gospel to the lost and 
performed miracles. Up to this point, it was only the apostles who were doing miracles (Acts 2:43; 
5:12), but now God gave this power to Stephen also. This was part of His plan to use Stephen to bear 
witness to the leaders of Israel, and demonstrate what it means to live a life of fullness.

     Like Stephen, you carry a profound and undeniable call on your life, placed there by God Himself. 
It is fresh, and new, and completely beyond your natural ability to accomplish. God has called you 
to do something that you cannot possibly do. You can meditate on it for years, strategize to no end, 
and even try to seize it. It doesn’t matter. Like reaching for the stars, God’s call is beyond you. It’s a 
gift God has given you because your inability to accomplish it is exactly why He’s selected you for 
it. (Graham Cook) The Christian life is not difficult; it is absolutely impossible, apart from the power 
of the Holy Spirit.

     This idea of being “full” or “filled” in the Scriptures carries a little different meaning than how we 
are usually used to interpreting the word today. Stephen took his faith seriously, and he yielded to 
the Holy Spirit’s control. That’s what it means to be “full” in this way. You are controlled by whatever 
fills you. If you are filled with jealousy, the success of others will infuriate you. If you are filled with 
lust, your sexual appetites will lead you into great darkness. If you are filled with anger, you will 
quarrel and even murder with your thoughts. But if you are filled with God’s power and wisdom, you 
will live a life like Stephen demonstrated, life in the fullness of Christ.¹

     In Ephesians 5:18, Paul says, “Don’t get drunk with wine for that ruins you. Be filled with the Spirit.”  
When a person is filled with wine, they are under the influence or under the control of the 
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          1 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, 
TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2017).
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elements in the wine. Likewise, when a person is filled with the Spirit, they are under the Spirit’s control. 
The primary concern here is not about an in the moment, dramatic experience, but about increasing 
our spiritual maturity. So being “full of the Holy Spirit,” refers to a person who regularly lives every area 
of life under the control of the Holy Spirit. They are not self-willed, but Spirit-controlled, consistently 
walking with their life yielded to the Holy Spirit, so that their life is characterized by the fruit of the Spirit.

Be Filled with the Spirit
Let’s briefly parse the Greek verb used for “be filled” in Ephesians 5:18 by unpacking the mood, number 
and voice. This will help us understand what Paul is really trying to say here. When Paul says to “be 
filled with the Spirit,” it is not a friendly suggestion or helpful reminder. The verb “be filled” is the Greek 
word plēroō and it is used in the imperative mood, meaning that this is a command, and not an option 
for the Christ follower. It is a non-negotiable mandate. Additionally, the imperative verb is a second-
person plural in number, indicating the implied subject is “You all,” aka EVERYBODY! This tells us that 
everyone who follows Jesus is individually accountable for allowing the activity of the Spirit of Christ 
to completely control their life. Lastly, this command is used in the passive voice. This isn’t saying that 
we are to be passive, unengaged objects in the process of being filled or controlled by the Holy Spirit. 
When one gets drunk, it is usually because they actively, and purposefully decided to partake of an 
alcoholic beverage (or several). The passive voice in the Greek language indicates that the subject of the 
verb is being acted upon. As Christ followers, we are to willingly surrender control to the Spirit of God, 
and maintain receptivity to his desires. So to recap, the understood or implied subject of the imperative 
verb “be filled’ is “you all,” and the One who is to be allowed to control the surrendered actions of all 
Christians, is the Holy Spirit. Now, let’s examine how this fullness is evidenced in Stephen’s life. 

Stephen was well known in his community for 
being a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit (Acts 
6:5) The purpose of fullness in his life, and our 

lives is not only for greater maturity, producing intimacy and fellowship with the Lord, but for power for 
ministry that goes beyond the limits of our own ability. Verse 8 tells us that Stephen was “full of grace 
and power, and was doing great wonders and signs among the people.”  For the non-believers, these 
signs didn’t  just serve as evidence of Stephens ability, but they were calling cards to awaken the lost to 
hope in Jesus.  

Fullness isn’t about helping us look more spiritually deep or to show off a superior relationship with 
God. It is to enable us to live a life controlled by the Spirit of God–life to the full!  When the Spirit of 
Christ is allowed to control our behavior, the character of Christ will be evidenced by how we respond 
those who are hurting and in need. It is also evidenced by how we respond to our enemies.

FULLNESS REVEALS EVIDENCE OF THE SPIRIT 



The Sanhedrin’s treatment of Stephen parallels 
the way the Jewish leaders treated Jesus. First, 
they hired false witnesses to testify against him. 

Then, they stirred up the people who accused him of attacking the law of Moses and the temple. 
Finally, after listening to his witness, they executed him.  Being full of the Spirit is not about gathering 
facts about Jesus’ life and then just copying him. This is not about just trying to be like Jesus in our 
own power. We pursue Christlikeness because we have been united to Jesus through the work of the 
cross. (Galatians 2:20). Through our union with Christ, we can live our Christlike lives and bear the fruit 
of righteousness, even in the face of adversaries. This is how Stephen could stand up against these 
religious bullies with such confidence. He hadn’t attended Bible college; nor did he have a seminary 
degree. He was full of faith, and trusted the words of Christ (Luke 21:12-18). 

Before Stephen ever spoke a word, his witness was evidenced 
by the very glow on his face. Even while being unjustly treated, 
his enemies noticed that “his face [is] like the face of an angel” – 
radiant (cross reference Psalm 34:4-7). His changed countenance 
not only indicates Stephen’s intimacy with God and his faithful 
representation of Moses (Moses’ face had shined like this before 
too - Exodus 33:18-23), but that the Son Himself was standing 
right beside Stephen through this entire ordeal.¹ 

     The sermon that follows in Acts 7:1-53 is the longest recorded sermon in the book of Acts. Stephen 
tells how the story of what we now know as the Old Testament patriarchs culminates in Christ. But this 
sermon was not like we are used to hearing them today. He didn’t get to stand behind a podium after 
nice worship or a fun ice-breaker. Instead, he had to respond to an angry Sanhedrin who had just falsely 
accused him. But he doesn’t try to weasel out of it or cower in the face of trouble. The Spirit’s fullness 
enabled Stephen to preach like the prophets he mentions.

     In that era, the closing arguments of speeches often included intense emotion. The conclusion of a 
Greco-Roman deliberative speech was meant to produce change or decisive action. Stephen’s speech 
also includes elements of forensic speech, however–more to convict his hearers than to defend himself. 
Forensic speeches often charged the accusers with the very sort of crime with which they charged the 
defendant–in this case, with subverting God’s law. Courageously, Stephen boldly condemns not only 
his accusers but also his judges. This kind of behavior was rare, even for philosophers and prophets, 
because it most often led to not only losing one’s case (as in a serious case like that of Socrates), but 
martyrdom. ²

9        1 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, 
TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2017).
     ² Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2014).

FULLNESS EXPOSES ENEMIES OF THE SPIRIT 

FULLNESS REVEALS AN ENCOUNTER WITH THE SPIRIT 

FULLNESS IGNITES FULLNESS A BOLD EVANGELISM 

FULLNESS (LIVE)
BY ELEVATION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LgQ7WM-O1no
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUmAMaMRXgU
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FULLNESS EMPOWERS US TO SUFFER LIFE JESUS

The angry mob gets enraged by Stephen’s message and, like 
animals, “gnashes their teeth at him” (7:54; Ps. 35:16). Instead 
of responding in repentance, they’re outraged. But, like Jesus, 
Stephen has a heavenly perspective even in death. But before 
he passes away, he prays to Jesus, reflecting the very words 
that Jesus prayed on the cross. This beautiful truth helps us 
see how being filled with the Spirit helps us not only live, 
but also die. Stephen asks Jesus to welcome him home, and 
then he prays for his murderers. Only people who know the 
forgiveness of Jesus on a deep level can offer such grace. 

When Christians die, they “fall asleep” (John 11:11; 1 Thess. 
4:13). The body sleeps and the spirit goes to be with the 
Lord in heaven (Acts 7:59; 2 Cor. 5:6-9; Phil. 1:23; Heb. 12:22-
23). When Jesus returns, He will bring with Him the spirits 
of those who have died (1 Thess. 4:14), their bodies will be 
raised and glorified, and body and spirit will be united in 
glory to be “forever with the Lord.” Even though we Christians 
weep at the death of a loved one (Acts 8:2), we do not sorrow 
hopelessly, for we know we shall meet again when we die or 
when the Lord returns. ¹
 
While God does not call all of us to be physical martyrs, He 
does call us to be “living sacrifices” (Romans 12:1-2). In some 
respects, it may be harder to live for Christ than to die for 
Him, but if we are truly living for Him, we will be prepared to 
die for Him when our time comes. 

JESUS           
STEPHEN
While their executions are 
not exactly the same, Luke 
clearly parallels the deaths 
of Jesus and Stephen. Note 
the similarities:

1. Trial before the high priest  
    and Sanhedrin (Mark 14:53)

2. False witnesses 
    (Mark 14:56-57)

3. Testimony about the 
    temple’s destruction 
    (Mark 14:58)

4. Temple “made with hands” 
     (Mark 14:58; Acts 7:48)

5. Heavenly Son of Man 
    (Mark 14:62; Acts 7:56)

6. Blasphemy charge 
    (Mark 14:64; Acts 6:11)

7. High Priest’s question 
    (Mark 14:61; Acts 7:1)

8. Committal of spirit 
    (Luke 23:46; Acts 7:59)

9. Cry with a loud voice 
    (Mark 15:34, 37; Acts 7:60)

10. Prayer for forgiveness 
      of persecutors 
      (Luke 23:34; Acts 7:60)

&

What are some evidences of the Holy Spirit’s fullness in 
your life?

In times of intense pressure and opposition, what are 
you normally controlled by?

What is your reaction to Stephen’s willingness to forgive 
his murderers? Is there anyone in your life that you need 
to forgive?

reflect & discuss

          1 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony 
Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2017).




