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Author and Date 
Acts is a sequel to the Gospel of Luke. Both were written by Luke, a physician who traveled with 
Paul the Apostle. The time of the writing of the Book of Acts seems to coincide with the close of 
the book, with Paul in prison, and still alive in Rome awaiting trial before Caesar. Many scholars 
assume Acts was written then because it does not record Paul’s defense, release, and further 
gospel preaching. 

The Purpose of the Book 
Acts is the story of God’s grace flooding out to the world, from the cross and resurrection 
of Jesus in Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. This movement advances through the activity 
of those who were witnesses of Jesus after they were empowered by the Holy Spirit. Luke’s 
purpose can be expressly seen in Luke 1:4—“that you may have certainty concerning the things 
you have been taught.” Additionally, there are a number of specific aims. 

1. An Historical Motive. A comparison of Luke 1:1-4 and Acts 1:5, shows a continuation in the 
historical motive. The subject of the gospel of Luke is “the things that Jesus began to do and 
teach.” The book of Acts comes to us as a sequel that chronicles the continued mission of Jesus 
in the lives of the Apostles, after their encounter with the Spirit, who empowered them to “do 
and teach” just as Jesus did. 

2. The Defense Motive. In addressing himself to the Roman world, Luke regularly highlights 
the reception of the gospel at the hands of government officials. In every contact with a 
governmental ruler recorded in Acts, Christianity either receives a favorable hearing or was 
ignored, but never opposed. Luke gives emphasis to these favorable attitudes in stark contrast 
to increasing hostility toward Christianity. 

3. The Biographical Motive. While Luke’s purpose is primarily committed to how the gospel 
is spread around the world through the birth, rise and challenges of the early church, and 
how the Holy Spirit works among them in the midst of these challenges, he also divides the 
historical record of Acts into two biographical sections, to give us the history of Peter’s work 
(chs. 1 through 12), and a record of the work of Paul to the Gentiles (chs. 13 through 28).1
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41 Adapted from Taylor, Gene. 2007. “Acts: A History of the Early Church.” Tallahassee, FL.



ACTS 2:1-13 [ESV}

1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one 
place. 2 And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty 
rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
3 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each 
one of them. 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began 
to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 5 Now 
there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation 
under heaven. 6 And at this sound the multitude came together, and 
they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in 
his own language. 7 And they were amazed and astonished, saying, 
“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we 
hear, each of us in his own native language? 9 Parthians and Medes 
and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 
Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians--we hear them telling in our 
own tongues the mighty works of God.” 12 And all were amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But 
others mocking said, “They are filled with new wine.”

The disciples’ witness in the world 
is impelled and empowered by 
the Holy Spirit.

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE    

BIG IDEA
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It’s Not A Game
When I was a kid, we used to play a mean little game called Psych. 
The goal was to make up a story and when my friend got really 
excited by what was being promised, the story telling would dash 
all of his hope in that idea by saying “Psych!” In this context it meant 
“No, not really. I’m just lying to you in a playful way.” For example, 
I might setup a friend by saying this soda is pretty good, you can 
have the rest of it. Then when he gets all excited and reaches for it, 
I’d grim wickedly and yell, “Psych!” This was clearly not a very good 
game to play. It would do nothing but quicken disappointments; 
something we’ve all felt to varying degrees at different points in 
our lives. If we’re being honest, perhaps we’ve had a role to play 
in others being disappointed as well. But thankfully, we have good 
news. God never plays the psych game with us. He never lies to 
us. He never over-promises and under-delivers. 

Enter the Holy Spirit
In Acts 2, on the day of Pentecost a massive promise was fulfilled. 
God promised in the old testament to pour out His spirit on all 
flesh (Joel 2:28-32). During Jesus’ ministry he taught about the 
coming Holy Spirit (John 14-16) and made the same promise in 
Acts 1:4-5,8. Later Paul referred to the “promised Holy Spirit” a 
reminder that He was long anticipated (Gal 3:14; Eph 1:13). Acts 2 
is a wonderful reminder of God’s promise-keeping nature. 

We don’t all 
have to speak 
the same 
language to 
be engaged 
by the same 
truth”
 - Pastor phonz
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          1 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, TN: 
B&H Publishing Group, 2017).

The Holy Spirit, also called the comforter and helper, was present even in the Old Testament days, but His 
work and role took a wonderfully unique turn under the new covenant. The fulfilled promised of the Holy 
Spirit ushered in a new age. Which means we currently live in the age of the Spirit, and we shouldn’t see these 
events in Acts as something that came and went. Rather, what happened on the day of Pentecost has abiding 
significance. The came and stayed. The day of Pentecost was like a mayor installing a great water system in 
a city. From the point forward, every time a new home is built, households can connect to the water system. 
In other words, the day of Pentecost was the installation of God’s new source of blessing and power for the 
benefit of His people. Now every person who turns to Christ in repentance and faith has access to the great 
source of power. It’s this power that causes this group of seemingly powerless group of people to spark the 
very birth of the church worldwide!¹
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THE MOST INTERESTING PERSON ALIVE

A couple from the United States 
went to South Korea to adopt 
their new daughter, Hye-Jin. She 
was a lovely and active eight-year 
old, but she spoke only a few 
words of English. They gestured 
with their hands and drew simple 
pictures to communicate with 
her. When they finally arrived 
in the United States, they had 
trouble as they went through 
customs. In their distraction, they 
lost Hye-Jin. They began to panic, 
because they knew that she could 
not speak enough English to ask 
for help. The parents ran around, 
assisted by airport officials, but 
they could not locate her. Finally, 
a Korean businessman noticed 
the trouble that they were having 
and volunteered to make an 
announcement over the public 
speaker system in Korean. When 
the announcement was made, 
Hye-Jin heard the instruction and 
was reunited with her parents. 
She had been hiding and scared. 
She only came out when she 
heard in her native language the 
good news that her parents were 
looking for her and that she could 
be reunited with them.²

Good news
in Your 
language
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          ¹Charles R. Swindoll, Swindolls living insights New Testament com-
mentary (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., 2016).
 

          ²Garland, David E., Mark L. Strauss, John H. Walton, Kevin Harney, 
Sherry Harney, and Adam T. Barr. 2017. “Acts. Teach The Text Commentary 
Series.” Grand Rapids, MI.

Super on the Natural
Pentecost, which means fiftieth day, is the name given by Greek-
speaking Jews, to the festival celebrated fifty days after Passover. 
During this time, Jews (and converts) were drawn to Jerusalem 
to celebrate one of three major feasts on the annual calendar. 
Jerusalem also happens to the be the very place where Jesus 
instructs his disciples and others to go and wait for the promise 
of the Holy Spirit, stating they would receive power to be His 
witnesses to all nations.¹

On this day, a powerful violent sound like a mighty rushing wind 
whose origin could only be thought to be from Heaven above, 
is heard not just by those waiting in devotion but also by those 
visiting from far and away. And those that were waiting saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire, which sat upon each on them. And 
after hearing something, and seeing something, they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to say something. By the power 
of the Spirit of God, each one of them began to speak in “other” 
tongues as the Spirit enabled them. With the promise fulfilled, the 
impossible happens. The other tongues in which they spoke, were 
actually the various languages of the jews gathering in Jerusalem 
from the various nations. Miraculously, they each heard in their 
native tongue the wonderful works of God. Yes, you read it read it 
right! They were speaking in other tongues or dialects how great, 
powerful, loving, forgiving our God is. Well over ten different 
countries representing most of the known world, were drawn in 
by the sound, and were amazed at the traditionally non bi-lingual 
Galileans who were communicating clearly and with conviction 
how wonderful the one true God is. All of a sudden the unlikely, 
untrained, looked-over, ordinary ones were literally supernaturally 
being witnesses to the power and scope of the Gospel. This wasn’t 
just a neat trick, this was purpose and mission on the move. This 
was proof that the Gospel wouldn’t be hindered by divisions of 
language and culture, but that it in fact supersedes it and it for 
ALL nations.



REFLECT AND DISCUSS 

8          ¹Garland, David E., Mark L. Strauss, John H. Walton, Kevin Harney, Sherry Harney, and Adam T. Barr. 2017. “Acts. 
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God is glorified in Christ exalting 
unity amid blessed diversity.
        -  Tony Merida

Unity in the Spirit
This is not the first time we’ve seen God in relationship to language. Much earlier in the Bible in Gen 11:5-
9, we see God using language to scatter because the hearts of men were swollen in pride. This instance of 
God and language is different because the Holy Spirit doesn’t give them all one language. Instead unique 
languages are preserved while everyone heard the same message of truth, “the wonderful works of God.” In 
other words, he doesn’t merely unite them in speech, culture, or style, he unites them in Spirit. He doesn’t 
ignore the barriers of language and cultural bias, he eclipses it. He causes everyone to hear in a relevant 
context in a way that it’s clear that something greater than us is at work. They now stand in the paradoxical 
space of awe and amazement, yet also familiarity and love. This creates a unity and sense of family between 
total strangers. This invites the barbarian and librarian to table together. The societal elite and poorest ever 
can now share in the reality of the Gospel of Jesus. This glorious Gospel goes into every tribe and nation and 
calls us into a new nation, birthed by the Most Interesting Person Alive.¹

1. What is the best physical gift you’ve ever been given? What made it so special?
2. How does God fulfilling his promise of the Holy Spirit encourage you as a believer?
3. Are there any areas in your life that you’re comfortable inviting the Holy Spirit in  

 as a “helper?”
4. What value is there in deciding to engage different nations with the Gospel?
5. How has what you’ve read or heard about the Holy Spirit shaped your understanding  

 of him?

“

“     




