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Acts 5:38-39

...for if this 
plan or this 
undertaking is 
of man, it will 
fail; but if it 
is of God, you 
will not be able 
to overthrow 
them. You might 
even be found 
opposing God!” 
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ACTS 5:12-42 [ESV}

12 Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people 
by the hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s 
Portico. 13 None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them 
in high esteem. 14 And more than ever believers were added to the 
Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 15 so that they even carried 
out the sick into the streets and laid them on cots and mats, that as 
Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them. 16 The 
people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the 
sick and those afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all healed.

17 But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the 
party of the Sadducee’s), and filled with jealousy 18 they arrested the 
apostles and put them in the public prison. 19 But during the night 
an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, 
and said, 20 “Go and stand in the temple and speak to the people all 
the words of this Life.” 21 And when they heard this, they entered the 
temple at daybreak and began to teach. Now when the high priest 
came, and those who were with him, they called together the council 
and all the senate of the people of Israel and sent to the prison to have 
them brought. 22 But when the officers came, they did not find them 
in the prison, so they returned and reported, 23 “We found the prison 
securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we 
opened them we found no one inside.” 24 Now when the captain of 
the temple and the chief priests heard these words, they were greatly 
perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to. 25 And 
someone came and told them, “Look! The men whom you put in prison 
are standing in the temple and teaching the people.” 26 Then the 
captain with the officers went and brought them, but not by force, for 
they were afraid of being stoned by the people. 27 And when they had 
brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest 
questioned them, 28 saying, “We strictly charged you not to teach in 

THE STORY    

3this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, 
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and you intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” 29 But Peter and 
the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The 
God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a 
tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses 
to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those 
who obey him.” 33 When they heard this, they were enraged and 
wanted to kill them. 34 But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, 
a teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave 
orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35 And he said to them, 
“Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36 
For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and 
a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and 
all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 After 
him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away 
some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed 
him were scattered. 38 So in the present case I tell you, keep away from 
these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of 
man, it will fail; 39 but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow 
them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his 
advice, 40 and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them 
and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 
41 Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 42 And every day, in 
the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ.

No matter what the enemy throws at the 
church and its proclamation of the gospel, 
ultimately, its advancement cannot  be stopped.

BIG IDEA
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Have you ever done something that you thought was impossible, or at the very least improbable? It 
could be personal, professional, scholastic, or even in the context of church; but it was a clear “W”, and 
one that might have caught you off guard. Can you imagine being the guy that Jesus the Christ tells, 
“greater works will YOU do?” Talk about pressure! Most of us would probably be thinking, “I don’t think 
that’s possible, it doesn’t get any greater than you Jesus!” But the heart of that statement is simply that 
the church would continue Jesus’ ministry by following the leading of God the Holy Spirit, and in doing 
so would have the opportunity to do great works here on Earth for many years just as He did.  

We get to see a glimpse of that in this passage. The apostles are regularly performing signs and 
wonders, and the church is growing. After having witnessed the gravity of God’s holiness (Acts 5:1-
11), the church had a healthy fear or reverence for God. And taking God seriously led to an interesting 
response by those around them. Some “dared not join them” but others “held them in high esteem” As 
a result, “believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women.” Even those from nearby 
towns brought the sick and afflicted and they were healed! 

The Church was quickly becoming known for being a group of people that would care for the sick and 
afflicted and for getting directly involved with needs of those in and around Jerusalem. As the Holy 
Spirit was testifying of Jesus among them, people were healed and delivered time and time again just 
as Jesus had promised. However, while the church was in the midst of some phenomenal experiences 
and a clear “W”, jealousy and persecution was brewing…

MIRACLES & MULTITUDES
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“
          1 “The Unstoppable Gospel - Acts 5:12-42,” BibleOutlines.com, March 11, 2013, , accessed March 12, 2018, http://bibleoutlines.
com/blog/the-unstoppable-gospel-acts-512-42/.

Our text invites us into the reasons that the high priest and his associates were enraged with the 
apostles. First, the apostles denied their doctrine. Their preaching on the resurrection of Jesus was 
in direct conflict with the Sadducee’s teaching that denied everything supernatural. Secondly, the 
apostles defied their authority. They had given Peter and John strict instruction to cease all preaching 
and teaching in the name of Jesus. That they continued to do so was a slap in the face to their authority. 
Third, the apostles denounced their spirituality. By holding them responsible for the death of Jesus 
they found them guilty of sin and in need of repentance. Finally, the apostles were a danger to their 
domination of the people. The high priest and his associates, the Sadducee’s, were filled with jealousy 
as they observed the growing popularity and success of the apostles. As they watched, the crowds 
coming to hear the apostles preach and see them working miracles grew larger. They witnessed how 
the people held the apostles in high honor, and at the same time felt their own influence shrinking. 
Something had to be done!!!¹

The High Priest and his band of Sadducee’s, full 
of Jealousy, had the apostles seized and locked 
up in the public prison. And in comes the 
accompaniment to the Gospel that Jesus also 
warned them about…Persecution. The apostles 
were put in jail, angelically released, called back 
in before the Sanhedrin, beaten, and almost 
killed, for name of Jesus. 

Experiences of suffering like those we read 
about in Acts 5 continue today. True accounts 
of faithfulness in spite of it are indeed both 
convicting and encouraging. In the previous 
passage the church faced opposition from the 
inside. In this passage the church receives opposition from the outside. Satan enjoys using both tactics. 
He hates gospel-centered ministry because he knows gospel ministry brings phenomenal blessing and 
kingdom expansion.

If you’re never experienced opposition to your ministry–whether you teach Sunday school or serve 
Jesus through your career–then it could be there is something wrong with your approach. We say this 
because opposition will inevitably come when we walk in the light in a dark world. We will encounter 
hostility when we follow Jesus wholeheartedly. Impactful gospel ministry involves continuing the 
pattern of Jesus’s ministry, which involved words and deeds. The apostles’ actions follow this pattern 
in verses 12-42. And as they minister, persecution intensifies. At this point it impacts all of the apostles, 

PERSECUTION & THE GOSPEL

“Blessed are those 
who are persecuted 

for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.”

- Jesus
matthew 5:10



          1 D. A. Carson, For the love of God: a daily companion for discovering the riches of Gods word (Nottingham: Inter-Varsity Press, 2010).
       ²Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, TN: B&H 
Publishing Group, 2017).
        ³Amy Dickinson, “Ask Amy: Reader finds faith queries offensive,” Chicagotribune.com, February 22, 2015, , accessed March 12, 
2018, http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/askamy/ct-church-question-too-personal-20150222-column.html.

and their opponents’ tactics intensify from mere threats against the believers, to flogging them. The 
persecution continue to escalate until someone is actually martyred in Acts 7. ¹
This text needs focused consideration because there is a growing hostility to gospel ministry around 
the world. According to D. A. Carson, more people have been martyred for following Christ in the last 
century than in all of the first nineteen hundred years of the church’s history. ¹ 

And it’s a spreading problem. A growing hostility against the people of God is happening even right 
here in the States. At his point it often expresses itself in the forms of intimidation, threats, and an 
increased level of negativity toward anything Christian.² 

Recently the following appeared in the “Ask Amy” column of the Chicago Tribune.³ 

As we live out our faith publicly, we should prepare for similar responses to our attempts to share it. 
Of course, the Christian faith is not a private faith. Remember, Jesus was crucified publicly–for all to 
see. His humiliation could not have been more complete were his execution carried out in the middle 
of a shopping mall during the holiday season. And after he rose, showing himself to many witnesses, 
he then commissioned his followers to tell his story publicly. And that is just what we see the early 
believers doing in the first chapters of Acts. 

Obedience to Jesus will invariably invoke hostility. But let’s not miss the other side of this story. When 
our faith is on display, God can use it to bless and encourage whomever he wills. While gospel ministry 
will inevitably anger some, it can also be a catalyst to awaken others to the greatest adventure of all time! 
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Dear Amy, 

I’m curious to know what you think of someone asking a semi-stranger, “What church 
do you go to?” or, even worse, “Do you go to church?” It seems as intrusive as asking 
“How much do you weigh?” or “How much money do you make?” or “Are your kids gay or 
straight?” Maybe churches today are trying to grow their memberships, but the way I 
was raised, someone’s personal relationship with God was PERSONAL. I know people 
like to categorize, but to me the question is rude. Am I just out of step? – 

      - Offended
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“And everyday, in the temple and from 
house to house, they did not cease 
teaching and preaching that the Christ 
is Jesus.” 

Even with all of the persecution, the 
imprisonment, threat against their 
lives, and the beating, they did not 
stop! They continued to advance 
the Gospel forward daily, both in 
the temple and from “house to 
house.” The Church wasn’t relegated 
to a building or even one place 
for that matter. It wasn’t a man-
made structure that could be built 
up or torn down by hands. It was 
strengthened and empowered as 
something more. Something created 
to move and expand, and yet it 
evoked commitment and closeness. 
It was designed to both reach further 
outward and also reach deeply inward. 
And as such, could not and would 
not be stopped by the attacks of the 
wicked one. 

This challenges each of us as followers 
of Jesus. They continued, where we 
may have stopped. We often find the 
threat of social rejection enough to 
make us keep quiet about who Jesus 
is and what He did for us. We need 
the courage and determination of 
the apostles’ to stand firm for Jesus, 
and to not stop preaching, teaching, 
and living this glorious gospel in the 
spaces in which we’ve been planted. 
His grace and truth compels us to go, 
stand, and speak to as many people as 
we can, the life transforming story of 
following Jesus.

A story appeared in Moody Bible Institutes devotional 
magazine Today in the Word, (October, 1991, p. 18), the 
story of John Paton, who was a missionary in the New 
Hebrides Islands.

One night hostile natives surrounded the mission station, 
intent on burning out the Patons and killing them. Paton 
and his wife prayed during that terror-filled night that 
God would deliver them. When daylight came they were 
amazed to see their attackers leave.

A year later, the chief of the tribe was converted to Christ. 
Remembering what had happened, Paton asked the 
chief what had kept him from burning down the house 
and killing them. The chief replied in surprise, “Who 
were all those men with you there?” Paton knew no men 
were present–but the chief said he was afraid to attack 
because he had seen hundreds of big men in shining 
garments with drawn swords circling the mission station.

This story sounds eerily like the story of Elisha and his 
servant in 2 Kings 6, when the King of Syria sends an 
army to capture Elisha. Elisha’s servant wakes up early in 
the morning and sees chariots and horses surrounding 
their home. He runs to Elisha and says, we’re surrounded! 
We’re dead!” Elisha says, oh no, we outnumber them 
(servant; two of us?). Elisha prays, “Lord, open his eyes!” 
And we learn, “Then the Lord opened the servant’s 
eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and 
chariots of fire all around Elisha.” (v. 17).

The point is, “If we could only see the angels, if we would 
only see all the chariots,” maybe we would face life with 
more confidence in God; confidence that God is in 
control. - Mark Strauss

CAN’T STOP. WON’T STOP.



There is no stopping the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Many powerful leaders in the past 
have attempted to squash Christianity – none have succeeded.  The only question is whether the gospel 
message will be effective in your heart to draw you to saving faith.  Will it prove to be an aroma of life 
that gives you life or a stench of death that confirms you in your path of sin and rebellion.  You cannot 
sit on the fence.  You must respond with either faith or 
unbelief.

For believers, we must persevere in our mission of 
proclaiming Christ to the world.  We know that God is 
unstoppable.  We know that the proclamation of the 
gospel cannot be silenced.  We know that God will be 
victorious in the end.  Will we participate in the joy of 
sharing the sufferings of Christ and being identified with 
Him?
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Have you ever shared your story of faith with 
an unbeliever? How did it go?

Are you comfortable with those around 
knowing you’re person of faith?

How does this week’s passage impact your 
personal gospel proclamation?

Can you identify any good or necessity in the 
persecution of the early church?

Have you experienced any persecution as a 
result of following Jesus? How it impact you?

Tag, You’re It!
“Now, I charge every Christian here to 
be speaking boldly in Christ’s name, 
according as he has opportunity, and 
especially to take care of this tendency 
of our flesh to be afraid; which leads 
practically to endeavors to get off 
easily and to save ourselves from 
trouble. Fear not; be brave for Christ. 
Live bravely for him who died lovingly 
for you.” 

Charles Spurgeon




