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Acts 2:42-47
This weeks passage 
summarizes one of 
the few places where 
Luke tells us what 
happens after people 
are converted, and 
it emphasizes key 
elements of the 
church’s life. 
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ACTS 2:42-47 [ESV}

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every 
soul, and many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were 
together and had all things in common. 45 And 
they were selling their possessions and belongings 
and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had 
need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple 
together and breaking bread in their homes, they 
received their food with glad and generous hearts, 
47 praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number day 
by day those who were being saved. 

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE    
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The Holy Spirit produces a new 
community that is devoted, 
generous, sacrificial, and missional 
as they pursue Jesus together.  

BIG IDEA



     As we learn about the daily way of life of the 1st century church, we may be tempted to idealize 
their experience, and compare every aspect to ours today. While our current times are much different, 
there are key vital signs that the Holy Spirit has given us through Luke’s writings that we can observe 
and model as we seek out God’s desire for the 21st century church. When a newborn arrives, there 
are several signs that are immediately checked and measured to determine the health of the baby. 
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Together, let’s look at what the Scriptures have to say about 
these five signs.

     As we come to the end of Pentecost, we pause for breath, 
look around, and see what we’ve got. Dr. Luke is careful to point 
out certain landmarks for us in Acts 2:42-47. We could group 
these marks of the early church into five categories. 
(1) deep devotion, (2) unashamedly bible, (3) loving fellowship, 
(4) vibrant worship, and (5) radical generosity. These 5 signs 
all go together. We cannot separate them, or leave one out, 
without damage to the whole thing. Where there is no 
devotion, there is no sacrifice, and no fuel to stir the embers 
of the Holy Spirit’s fire. Where no attention is given to biblical 

The ministry of 
the Spirit is to 
glorify Christ 
in the life and 

witness of the 
believer. 

[John 16:14]

DEEPLY  DEVOTED
 REPENTANCE
 BAPTISM
 REGULAR GATHERINGS
 PRAYER
 COMMUNION

UNASHAMEDLY BIBLE
LOVING FELLOWSHIP
VIBRANT WORSHIP
RADICAL GENEROSITY
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teaching, and commitment to lifelong discipleship, we have a tendency to revert to the worldview and 
mindset of the surrounding culture, and end up with ideas shaped by whichever social pressures are 
most dominant at the moment. Where we ignore the common life of the Christian family (the biblical 
term often used is ‘fellowship’, which is more than friendship, but not less), we become isolated, and 
often find ourselves struggling to sustain a living faith.

     Each expresses the various relationships we have as disciples with God and with one another. 
Virtually every church will be stronger in some areas of church life than others, but we shouldn’t neglect 
any of them. The church that God is renewing by his Spirit does them all with increasing faithfulness and 
vitality. As we consider what God is doing with Detroit Church, let’s be honest about how we are doing 
and pray for Holy Spirit to renew us individually and corporately. 
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anatomy of testimony

“

“

DEEP DEVOTION
Devotion carries the idea of an ongoing, continual, habitual 
lifestyle. It implies work and accountability, and involves 
two-way commitment. Before looking at some specific 
areas they were devoted to, let’s remember how the church 
was born. As the disciples were obeying the words of Jesus 
by waiting together on the promise of the Holy Spirit, He 
shows us in a huge way! It sounds like wind, it feels like fire, 
and looks like they are out of their minds. Then Peter steps 
up, and preaches a Christ-exalting sermon to the crowd 
that had assembled. And as a result of the Spirit and the 
Word both at work, three thousand people are saved, and 
the church is born. Here we see repentance (initial and 
ongoing), baptism (the public display), regular gatherings 
(both large and small), prayer (individually and corporately) 
and communion (both sacramental and shared family 
meals) all in operation. 

The Christians we meet in the book of Acts were not content 
to meet once or twice a week for “service a usual.” They met 
daily (Acts 2:46), cared daily (6:1), won souls daily (2:47), 
search the Scriptures daily (17:11), and increased in number 
daily (16:5). Their faith was a day to day reality, not a once 
a week routine. Why? Because the risen Christ was a living 
reality to them, and His resurrection power was at work 
in their lives through the Spirit. The promise is still good: 
“Whosoever shall call on the came of the Lord shall be 
saved” (Acts 2:21; Romans 10:13). Some of this may sound 
particularly difficult for us because many of us live spread 
out from each other. Still, God can work mightily to make 
community happen when we are submitted to Him and His process. Let’s dig into these 5 vital signs. 

UNASHAMEDLY BIBLE
God builds his church by His Word. Just as God spoke creation into existence in Genesis, He speaks this 
new creation– this new community–into existence through His mighty Word. Dr. Luke tells us that the 
church’s devotion to the teaching of the apostles was at the top of the list of their activities. Here, 
then, is the ingredient that informs everything else. In this Spirit-filled family, the people didn’t 
abandon study of the Word because the Spirit was at work. If you’re walking in the fullness of 
the Spirit, you will be drawn to the Bible. All true spiritual awakening will involve

to  many 
converts 
on one occasion in 
Acts 2:41, it is the 
believing community’s 

lifestyle  that 
leads to continuous 
conversions in 2:47. 

             - Craig Keener

Whereas Peter’s 
preaching leads 



The early Christians sacrificially 
cared for one another and also cared 
for outsiders. A few years after Acts 
was written, a man named Aristides 
commented on the reasons for the 
spread of Christianity as he wrote 
the following to Emperor Hadrian in 
AD 125:

If one or other of them have bondmen 
and bondwomen or children, through 
love towards them they persuade 
them to become Christians, and 
when they have done so, they call 
them brethren without distinction. 
They do not worship strange gods, 
and they go their way in all modesty 
and cheerfulness. Falsehood is not 
found among them; and they love one 
another, and from widows they do 
not turn away their esteem; and they 
deliver the orphan from him who treats 
him harshly. And he, who has, gives to 
him who has not, without boasting. 
And when they see a stranger, they 
take him into their homes and rejoice 
over him as a very brother; for they do 
not call them brethren after the flesh, 
but brethren after the spirit and in God. 
And whenever one of their poor passes 
from the world, each one of them 
according to his ability gives heed to 
him and carefully sees to his burial. And 
if they hear that one of their number is 
imprisoned or afflicted on account of 
the name of their Messiah, all of them 
anxiously minister his necessity, and if it 
is possible to redeem him they set him 
free. And if there is among them any 
that is poor and needy, and if they have 
no spare food, they fast two or three 
days in order to supply to the
needy their lack of food. 

healthy teaching from it (Neh. 8). Consider Paul 
the apostle’s admonishment to young Titus and 
Timothy to teach sound doctrine to the church 
because there’s no substitute for it (1 Tim. 4:16; 
Titus 2:1). Paul knows that healthy congregations 
must consume a healthy diet of sound doctrine 
as they feast on the Word of God, which tells the 
message of the Savior. 

This truth is a great reminder for pastors and those 
who preach the word. We must lay own any desire 
to preach opinions and must avoid the temptation 
to entertain or to cater to people’s emotions, 
whether it is popular or not. Each must instead see 
and embrace their role as God’s spokesperson, as 
we seek to please an audience of One. We must 
believe that Scripture is suffice to build up and 
bless the Lord’s church. In turn, churches must 
submit to God’s Word when it is faithfully taught. 
The early church here in Acts is demonstrating 
such humility before the Word. 

LOVING FELLOWSHIP
The Greek term for fellowship, is koinonia. It refers 
to “a close association involving mutual interests 
and sharing.” Secular Greek writers used the term 
to describe the unique bond shared by a husband 
and wife. For a group, the word seems to denote a 
mutual, personal, investment of the members with 
one another. While the early believers continued 
to use the temple for their place of assembly, they 
also met in various homes. The three thousand 
new converts needed instruction in the Word 
and fellowship with God’s people if they were to 
grow and become effective witnesses. The early 
church did more than make converts; they also 
made disciples. The term “breaking of bread” 
likely refers to their regular meals, but at the close 
of each meal, they would pause to remember the 
Lord by observing what we call “the Lord’s Table.’ 6

From the 
desk of 
Aristides
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Bread and wine were a common component at a Jewish table. The word fellowship means 
so much more than “being together.” It means “having in common” and also referred to the 
sharing of material goods that was practiced in the early church. 

VIBRANT WORSHIP
The early church’s gatherings contained a wonderful spirit of praise that was both joyful and 
reverent. Luke mentions “awe” (v. 43) and “joyful…hearts” (v.46). Both are linked to vibrant 
worship. There are times to rejoice with gladness, perhaps with lots of instrumentation and 
celebratory worship; and there are also times to be still before the Lord in quiet mediation, 
silence and contemplation. 
 
Do you experience awe and joy in your walk with the Lord? Do you look forward to 
praising God with your spiritual family in both large and small gatherings? Are you 
grateful for the privilege of gathering corporately?

Many Christ followers around the world lack the privilege of gathering regularly with a 
local body of believers because they’re serving unreached places or live under threat of 
punishment should they gather in groups. So many of them comment on how much they wish 
to gather with the saints to worship the King here on earth, as we will do one day in heaven. 
When we gather together as a church family, let’s remember what a great and holy privilege 
it is to sing songs of praise, hear God’s Word, and partake of the Lord’s Table in community. 

RADICAL GENEROSITY
As Luke stresses the practical outworking of fellowship in verse 45, we witness extraordinary 
sharing and mercy ministry, especially within the household of faith. Some have wrongly 
recalled this experience and shouted “See,  Communism!”. But that’s an inaccurate charge. 
The church didn’t abandon the idea of owning private property. Luke points out that “no one 
claimed that any of his possessions was his own” (4:32; emphasis added). The Bible doesn’t 
teach communism, but it does teach radical generosity! These early Christians basically 
said, “We don’t need stuff. We need to love our family. If we can share our possessions to 
serve them, we’re happy to do it.”  It was voluntary (Acts 11:27-30), and motivated by love, not 
compulsion. 

This practice, (which caught the attention of outsiders) happened because regenerate people 
should be generous people. The federal government can’t enforce this kind of logic. But as the 
church, we give freely, voluntarily, sacrificially, and generously to the work of God’s kingdom 
because Jesus has changed our hearts and we want to invest in what He is doing in the world. 
We believe that the best and most sustainable model for generous giving is a  deep        
understanding and appreciation of grace (2 Cor. 9:6-15). 
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Let’s Pray

How do you define success in the church? Compare your definition with the priorities of 
the church in Acts 2.

How does our church compare to the early church? What opportunities do we have to 
grow in this area?

What can you do to help Detroit Church become more like the church God is after?

Read through this barrage of questions and reflect over your answers in light of Acts 2:42-47. 

Do I understand the big idea of the Scriptures? What about the Gospel? Have I personally submitted 
to the authority and teaching of God’s Word regularly and humbly? Have I surrounded myself with 
family members in the faith to admonish me? Have I submitted to the hard truth of the gospel and 
regularly repent where I fall short? Are I being renewed in the gospel daily and sharing my faith 
with others?

Do I have fellowship with God through Jesus? Am I working at building deep relationships with 
others in the church? Could it be that I love the idea of community more than the actual people in 
my church? Have I complained about a lack of community rather than asserting myself to 
see and love others in our congregation? 

Questions

personal reflection

   Alongside their generosity, Dr. Luke highlights the extreme sensitivity of the church. The 
people were aware of the needs within the community; thus, no one was permitted to go to 
bed hungry. No one slept on the street. But while the church clearly displayed kindness and 
mercy to those outside the community, they gave particular attention to the needs of their 
spiritual family.

     Those of us who grew up in Christian families, with ‘going to church’ as a regular practice 
will have to honestly assess our experience and measure it up against how we see the Spirit 
moving in the early church. Others may be challenged in an entire different way to accept 
these practices as normative. Nevertheless, the Holy Spirit longs to birth something in us that 
our world so desperately needs to see. 

    The church was united (Acts 2:44), magnified (v. 47a), and multiplied (v. 47b). It had powerful 
testimony among the unsaved Jews, not only because of the miracles done by the apostles (v. 
43), but also because of the way the members of the fellowship loved each other and served 
the Lord. The risen Lord continued to work with them (Mark 16:20), and people continued to 
be saved. Now that’s church!




