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Acts 4:32
Now the full number 
of those who 
believed were of one 
heart and soul, and 
no one said that any 
of the things that 
belonged to him was 
his own, but they 
had everything in 
common.
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ACTS 4:31-37 [ESV}

32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and 
soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was 
his own, but they had everything in common. 33 And with great power 
the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy 
person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses 
sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it 
at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 
36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which 
means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37 sold a 
field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid it at the 
apostles’ feet.

Chapter 5

1 But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of 
property, 2 and with his wife’s knowledge he kept back for himself some 
of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie 
to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds 
of the land? 4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? 
And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? Why is it that you 
have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to men but to 
God.” 5 When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed 
his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it. 6 The young men 
rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him. 7 After 
an interval of about three hours his wife came in, not knowing what 
had happened. 8 And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the 
land for so much.” And she said, “Yes, for so much.” 9 But Peter said to 
her, “How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the 

THE STORY    

3

Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have buried your husband 
are at the door, and they will carry you out.” 10 Immediately she 
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fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the young men came 
in they found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside 
her husband. 11 And great fear came upon the whole church and upon 
all who heard of these things.

As the Spirit empowers the church to be 
generous, satan lurks to divide our unity 
through the love of money, greed, and status.

BIG IDEA

One light-hearted moment from a recent NBA All-Star game happened during the pre-game huddle. 
Coach Steve Kerr looked at all of the incredible talent on his team and announced, “I’ve got a great play 
planned. So one of you guys get it, and like throw it to one of the other guys. And then you throw it to 
someone else, and then you shoot it. OK?” The entire huddle laughed at his intentionally vague words. 
Normally, however, such a playful attitude doesn’t exist inside a huddle. A coach has plays to call, and 
issues to address. His job is to get everyone ready to cooperate effectively and compete. In Acts 4:32-
5:11, Dr. Luke takes us inside the interior life of the church–inside the huddle.

Acts regularly shows us the church scattered on mission. Its work happens at a fast pace, like a fast 
break, as the gospel spreads throughout Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, to ends of the earth; and the 
apostles preach, heal, plant churches and head to Rome. As we read about the church scattered, 
however, Luke occasionally calls a time out and gives us glimpses into how things looked inside the 
church gathered. That is what we are seeing in this passage. Luke gives us a pretty clear picture of this 
utopia of an experience––harmony, unprecedented unity, radical generosity––and then boom, tension 
turns to terrifying tragedy, and potential chaos and defeat. 

This passage comes in two halves. The 1st is chapter 4:32-37, the 2nd half is 5:1-11. But they are 
definitely tied together. They go from “great grace” (4:33) in the first half, to “great fear” (5:5,11) in the 
second as Luke connects the two halves by a “But” in (5:1) to warn of the opposition headed their way. 
Luke uses the two scenarios to highlight both the kindness and severity of God at work in the church. 
As a whole, the two stories cooperate to illustrate the nature and importance of Spirit empowered unity 
through generosity. The first half highlights how unity is experienced and the 2nd half shows how unity 
is endangered. 

A TALE OF TWO HALVES
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What is the “full number” mentioned in v. 32? Earlier in the chapter, Luke tells us 
they were now up to five thousand men, not including women and kids. So we 
are likely talking ten thousand  people on the low end. How is it possible for ten 

THE 
FIRST HALF

Do you think that a spirit of love 
permeates Detroit Church? How can 

we improve on this?

thousand people to be united? It’s simple. They really believed in the gospel of the resurrection. Faith in 
Jesus radically united them. They had the same mind in that they understood what mattered. They were 
utterly committed to the same gospel of the risen Christ. They were one in heart, meaning that a great 
spirit of love permeated the church. Do you think a spirit of love permeates Detroit Church? How can 
we improve on this? It’s important to note that this level of unity is not something that we can create or 
manufacture. We have the privilege of being empowered by the Holy Spirit to keep (or maintain) the 
unity that we have received from the Godhead (Father, Son & Spirit).

The presence of such a unity in Acts 4 is astonishing when you consider the backgrounds of these 
people. In Acts 2:1-13 we see that people from “every nation under heaven” were present. People 
from diverse lands and cultures believed in the risen Christ, and they walked in this Spirit established 
unity. This scene is also a great reminder that unity doesn’t mean uniformity. Diverse individuals were 
united in gospel belief. Our strongest source of unity then, isn’t our common affinities; it’s our gospel 
identity. And the further we drift away from this ultimate unifier, the further we get away from the kind 
of counter-cultural, world-impacting, Christ-exalting unity Luke highlights. 

So how does our established unity become an experienced unity? It’s not difficult to see how the church 
in Acts 4 experienced such remarkable oneness: they were radically generous. When every member 
shares consistently, the church is united powerfully. We often think that unity will be experienced 
through our agreement on every minuscule doctrinal matter, political viewpoint, parenting technique, 
or ideas about money. Not so! The type of unity Luke describes begins with a common gospel identity 
and a radical practice of sharing. 

Luke tells us who shared: everyone. “No one claimed” that anything belonged to him. Luke also tells us 
when they shared: all the time – whenever anyone had a need (vv. 34-35). This concept of caring for the 
needy is taken straight from Deuteronomy 15. God wanted his people to be a generous people. The 
old community failed to deliver, but God creates a new people, empowered by the Spirit, fueled by a 
vision of the generosity of their Savior (2 Cor. 8:9). They care for the needy with great grace. This kind 
of sharing spilled over to unbelievers as well. Then Luke tells us what they shared: everything. No one 
claimed that “any of his possessions” was his own. They voluntarily held all of their possessions loosely. 
But it wasn’t necessarily about giving up the stuff, it was about possessing a sensitivity toward others. 

          1 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, TN: 
B&H Publishing Group, 2017).



6          1 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, TN: 
B&H Publishing Group, 2017).

We must be close enough to be involved in each others lives if we are to know when they have a need.¹ 
When Barnabas sold a piece of land that he owned and gave the proceeds to the church, he displayed 
a sensitivity both to the Holy Spirit, and to his community. His leadership and generosity proved to be 
an encouragement to the others as the radical giving began to spread. This reminds us that while we 
should never give to be seen, God can use us when we are seen giving. 

An Interview with Christa Cuffie, Worship Leader for Detroit Church:

Back in July, my sister and brother-in-law blindfolded me, took me on a fake ride and totally surprised 
me with my first car – totally for free!  That was a crazy blessing, because I don’t make a lot of money 
working at Rite-Aid, and I just could not save enough to get myself a car.  The truth is that car was 
sitting for a month after they gave it to me because I didn’t even have 
enough money to get that free car up and running and registered. A lot 
of people were asking me why I wasn’t driving my free whip.  I would go 
outside and sit in the parked car and pray for God to help me.  At worship 
practice, the crew was asking why I wasn’t driving and I was honest about 
my struggles with them.
 
One Sunday after service, the worship team came up to me and 
surrounded me with hugs.  Then Julia pulled me aside and handed me 
an envelope with almost $300 from the whole team in it.  I was amazed, 
but she said, “This is just to get started!  We are going to get you the rest 
to keep you going.”
 
3 days later, I was at work when I felt my phone vibrate.  It was a text from 
my cash exchange app: “Here is a lesson in receiving :) ” - $1200 from 
Julia.  I couldn’t believe it!  Because of the generosity of this family, I was 
able to get insurance, registration, tags, new tires, and a new battery, and get myself on the road. And 
just the other day, I pulled into the gas station and Dele filled my tank up for me.  God is literally using 
His people to keep me and my car on the road.  If it wasn’t for the willing and obedient hearts of HIS 
children, my car would still be chillin’ in the alley, true story.

Generous Worship

THE 
SECOND 

HALF

Satan had failed completely in his attempt to silence the witness of the church. 
However, the enemy never gives up; he simply changes his strategy. His first approach 
had been to attack the church from the outside, hoping that arrest and threats would 
frighten the leaders. When that failed, Satan decided to attack the church from the 

inside and use people who were a part of the fellowship. 

We must never forget that satan is a clever foe. If he does not succeed going around as a devouring 
lion (1 Peter 5:8), then he attacks again as the deceiving serpent or an “angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:3, 13-
14). Satan is both a murderer and a liar (John 8:44), and the church must be prepared for both attacks. 



          1 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, TN: 
B&H Publishing Group, 2017).

George MacDonald once wrote, “Half of the misery in the world comes from trying to look, instead 
of trying to be, what one is not.” Jesus called those that do this actors, or hypocrites – those that 
hide behind the mask. Hypocrisy is deliberate deception, attempting to make people think we are 

something that we are not, and more specifically, 
more spiritual than we really are.¹ 

This was the sin of Ananias and Sapphira, 
hiding behind a mask in order to conceal the 
sin in their hearts, sin that cost them their lives. 
They were not guilty of the sin of refusing to 
give everything. They were guilty of the sin of 
pretending to give everything. 

No doubt some people are shocked when they read 
that God killed two people in judgment,  just because 
they lied about a business transaction and about 
how much they gave to the church. But Peter says in 
verses 3 & 4, you have not lied to man, you have lied 
to the Holy Spirit! Take note that this is one example 
we have in Scripture of proof text regarding the deity 
of the Holy Spirit. He had not just lied to Peter, he lied 
to God. 

It’s interesting that in a church that had many, many 
martyrs, before anyone was martyred, the first death 
we see in the book of Acts and in church history, is 
due to hypocrisy. This, of course, is not how God 
always responds to hypocrisy. In other words, we 
don’t see God resorting to this level of judgment in 
response to hypocrisy anywhere else in the book of 
Acts, the early church or throughout church history. 
This is a first act of sorts. And because this was that 
first great act of hypocrisy that struck this pure and 
infant church, it’s as if God, by responding this way 
the first time, wants us to understand His heart 
and attitude toward hypocrisy every time. This also 
helps us understand not just the attitude of God 
about hypocrisy, but the severity of the problem of 
hypocrisy. Hypocrisy is an absolute lethal sin, because 
it creates a disconnect between what we say we are, 

 “Half of the misery 
in the world comes 

from trying to look, 
instead of trying to 
be, what one is not.”

George MacDonald
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They say the church is full of 
hypocrites. While there is truth to 
that, it is only one half of the story. 
The radical history of the generosity of 
the church has extended way beyond 
the walls of the church, and radically 
transformed the world. Red Cross, 
Alcoholics Anonymous, Salvation Army, 
the first orphanage, “that’s all us” as 
Christian Rapper Da Truth tells us in 
his song “Judge” from the album “It’s 
Complicated” with Dr. Ravi Zacharias. 
Check it out by clicking PLAY above.

“JUDGE” BY DA TRUTH

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUmAMaMRXgU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUmAMaMRXgU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CUmAMaMRXgU


¹Warren W. Wiersbe, Be dynamic: experience the power of Gods people 
(Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2009).          

2 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and 
Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, TN: B&H Publishing 
Group, 2017).

and who we actually are. And that disconnect is where all power evaporates. This is key because our 
effectiveness hinges on the gap between who we claim we are and who we actually are. 

It’s clear that the sin of Ananias and Sapphira was energized by Satan (Acts 5:3), and that is a serious 
matter. If satan cannot defeat the church by attacks from the outside, he will go to work on the inside 
(Act 20:28-31). He knows how to lie to the minds and hearts of God’s people, even genuine Christians 
who love the church, and get them to follow his orders. We should never forget that Paul’s admonition 
about the spiritual armor in Ephesians 6:10-18 was written because followers of Jesus are in constant 
danger of being used by satan to further his agenda.¹ 

In truth, we have all been guilty of hypocrisy, but as soon as we recognize it, we must repent. This 
couple had been living in known rebellion and sin and seemed to be perfectly ok with their lie. Oliver 
Wendell Holmes wrote, “Sin has many tools, but a lie is the handle which fits them all.” Satan is the father 
of all lies and a murderer from the beginning (John 8:44). He lied to this couple, and he lied through this 
couple. And the lie led to their deaths. When God judged Ananias and Sapphira, He was also judging 
satan. He was letting everybody know that He would not tolerate deception in His church.²

Ananias and Sapphira needed a healthy fear of the Lord. The God of all creation demands respect. So, 
as we consider this passage, we shouldn’t think, God would never do that to me. Rather, we need to 
remember that God is not mocked” (Gal. 6:7). Proverbs teaches us that the fear of God is the beginning 
of wisdom (Prov. 1:7). If you don’t stand in awe of God, you are unwise, and destruction awaits you. But   
through repentance, God extends abundant mercy and grace. “Behold, the eyes of the LORD are on 
those who fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast love, that he may deliver their soul from death and 
keep them alive from famine. (Ps. 33:18-19)

What are some differences between 
gospel unity and other forms of unity?

In what way does this passage 
personally challenge your ideas about 
money and generosity?

How have you been changed as a result 
of your giving?

What does the term, “the fear of the 
Lord” mean to you?

Reflect & Discuss
The Fear of the Lord 

is the WORSHIPFUL 
RESPONSE OF 

KNOWING that a holy 
and Loving Father 
is always present 

and keenly aware of 
OUR every motive, 

thought, and deed.
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IF GOD IS MOVING ON YOUR 
HEART TO MAKE A FINANCIAL 

GIFT TO DETROIT CHURCH, YOUR 
GENEROSITY WILL ASSIST US IN 
REACHING OUR CITY WITH THE 

GOSPEL OF JESUS AND THE 
LOVE OF CHRIST AS WE AWAKEN 

DETROIT TO THE GREATEST 
ADVENTURE OF ALL TIME. 

THANK YOU FOR 
SUPPORTING THE 

VISION AND MISSION OF 
DETROIT CHURCH!

GIVE HERE

http://detroitchurch.com/give/
http://detroitchurch.com/donation-page
http://detroitchurch.com/donation-page

