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Acts 2:12
And all were 
amazed and 
perplexed, 
saying to 
one another,“
What does 
this mean?”
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What’s in a Name?
Pentecost

Sometimes a name, belonging to one 
particular person or business, becomes 
so attached to a particular idea or 
product that we can almost forget 
where it originally came from. Look no 
further than Google! 

When was the last time you heard the 
idea expressed to “Google” something? 
What the speaker was trying to 
communicate is that in order to find 
what you are looking for on the world 
wide web, try logging on to the internet 
search engine at google.com and type 
your subject matter in the search bar. 

However, no one talks like that these 
days. It would actually be pretty funny 
if they did! We are unmoved by the fact 
that there are many other companies 
who offer the same service as Google. 
But Google has been so successful, 
that their individual brand has evolved 
to where it now represents the entire 
industry. 

Something similar has happened with 
the word ‘Pentecost’. If ‘Pentecost’ 
means anything at all to most people 
today, it  probably has something to 
do with ‘Pentecostalism’. And while the 
word has great spiritual and historical 
significance, it has unfortunately been 
hijacked to mean a somewhat wild form 
of Christian worship experience that 

         ave you ever read a great 
a story so good that it seemed to dwarf 
that of your own?  Some stories are 
so over-the-top, so far beyond our imagination that it 
could cause us to shrink back as opposed to inspiring us 
to come alive. After all, we can’t fly, outrun a train, catch 
a bullet bare-handed. It’s interesting that even those 
that possess the elaborate or unique stories typically 
aren’t asking for them. Most of the time it’s out of the 
their control. They find themselves in a moment or 
circumstances that demand a different or distinctive 
response, and somehow muster up just enough to 
meet the seemingly insurmountable challenge. Like 
you know, killing the dragon, defeating the giant, and 
restoring peace. 

The honest and completely liberating truth is that 
our stories are actually HIS stories. Which means that 
whether your story seems elaborate or out of this world 
is really immaterial. What makes the story great is it’s 
characters, their journey, and it’s ultimate purpose. 
In each of lives, there is a true subject, a protagonist. 
One so great that he’s able to turn even the worst 
arrangement of events into something meaningful 
and beautiful. Jesus is our subject, and he’s come 
to make “all things new.” Our stories are powerful 
because together they each display a portion of the 
nature of our God, the master creator, who’s made 
us all. Hearing and sharing stories of redemption, 
provision, and transformation aren’t just good for 
good vibes, they act as small enabling steps for us in 
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involves a lot of noise, dancing, and 
the practice of speaking in tongues. 
We often forget that all Christians, 
not only those who identify as 
‘Pentecostals’, derive their meaning 
from the first Pentecost. We also 
often forget  what the term originally 
represented. For a first-century 
Jew, Pentecost was the fiftieth day 
after Passover. It was an argicultural 
festival. It was the day when farmers 
brought the first sheaf of wheat from 
the crop, and offered it to God as a 
sign of gratitude and as a prayer that 
all the rest of the crop would be safely 
gathered in. 

But, for the Jew, neither Passover nor 
Pentecost were simply agricultural 
festivals. These festivals awakened 
echoes of the great story which 
dominated the long memories of 
the Jewish people, how God fulfilled 
his promises to Abraham by saving 
them from slavery and led them 
through the Red Sea into the Sinai 
desert. Then, 50 days after Passover, 
they came to Mount Sinai, where 
Moses received the law. Pentecost, 
the fiftieth day, isn’t just about the 
‘first fruits’, or the sheaf which says 
the harvest has begun. It’s about 
God giving to his redeemed people 
the way of life by which they must 
now carry out his purposes. 

It’s about Jesus going up and 
ascending into heaven, just as 
Moses went up the mountain, but 
this time, instead of coming down 
with a written law carved on tablets 
of stone like Moses, Jesus is sending 
down the dynamic energy of the law, 
in the person of the Holy Spirit, to be 
written on human hearts.

our journey of faith. For those that may not believe they 
can carry on believing something that has yet to become 
a reality, each story evokes enough faith to take the very 
next step. For some, maybe it’s enough for them to run 
or sprint towards the promise! 

On the day of Pentecost, it was clear that something 
unprecedented was happening. Something that 
couldn’t be ignored or disregarded and like all good 
stories, there were people who wanted to know 
what was happening and “what it all meant?” On this 
particular occasion Peter speaks to share their story. 
While it may have been unbelievable to some, many 
people of the audience connected to it and were 
impacted not just by Peter, but the true subject of all of 
our stories: Jesus the Christ! 

What can I relate to in this story?
How would I feel if that happened to me?
How was Jesus revealed in this story?
What was the work that only the Holy Spirit could do in this 
story?
What can I learn from this story about God the Father, and 
how he loves me?

REFLECT AND DISCUSS 

Our stories are really HIS stories. Here are 3 main points or 
arcs in all of our stories that can help learn to share them well. 

Your Genesis 
Where it all started for you. The earliest memory that comes 
to mind that you believed shaped you for the better or 
otherwise.

Your Fall
The moment or environment when you realized you were in 
need of Jesus. How did you find or accept Jesus in your life as 
your Lord and Savior.

Your Redemption
How has life been as a result of following Jesus. How has the 
moment of salvation lead you to where you are now? 

anatomy of testimony




