
DETROIT CHURCH LIFE GROUPS

Know the Story
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SETTING THE TONE

WEEK THREE

STORY THREE: DEVOTION & DEPRAVITY

STORY THREE: APPLICATION

STORY THREE: DIALOGUE



Our Vision
VISION. MISSION. VALUES

VISION >   What is our optimal desired futured state?
ALL THINGS NEW. While Jesus is busy making everything new, we also want to be busy 
developing new and meaningful relationships to help people connect with Him. 

mission > What are we ultimately trying to do?
Awaken Detroit to the greatest adventure of all time. We believe that is the adventure of following 
Jesus. LIFE Groups exist to help us all become better followers of Jesus. 

VALUES >  Why are we doing it?

          BELONG BEFORE YOU BELIEVE.
             Romans 5:6-11

          SEE THE UNSEEN.
             2 Corinthians 4:17-18

          LOOK UP.
             Hebrews 12:2

          JUSTICE IS AN ACTIVE, RELENTLESS PURSUIT.
            Micah 6:8

          EMBRACE, THE ULTIMATE ARTIST WITHIN.
          Exodus 35:30-33

STRategy >  How we do it

Show up to encounter Our gatherings will be all about helping people encounter Jesus 
through creative inspiration and the preached word of God.

Move Into Relationships We believe that true growth resuls from life change that happens 
in intentional communities. Detroit Church exists to establish these communities of accountability 
where beauty can emerge and everyone can belong.

Go out and impact Church is more than a building and the Great Commision is not just for 
ministers. Our impact groups will be all about getting into the marketplace and transforming 
the culture from within.
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• We are here to learn and change (not just a social time, but we also desire to grow   
 closer and build community).

• Have fun, and keep things moving and participatory.

• Welcome a challenge from me or others in the group (give each other permission to   
 challenge us—probe, ask questions, etc.).

• Strive to be honest and vulnerable, and we should honor that by keeping what is   
	 shared	in	confidence.

• We are going to try and answer questions as much as possible from within the story   
 found in the Bible. Everything we need to learn about God and humans can be found   
 right here in His story! 

• Let’s try and stay “in the story.” Even when tempted to go “out of the story”, lets call it out.

Setting the tone
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PRE-STORY SETUP
Q: After the previous story, what are some changes that you’d expect to see 

as Adam and Eve start a family? How would Adam and Eve’s decision to 

disobey God effect their kids? Let’s check it out.

Week Three - Devotion & Depravity
REVIEW PREVIOUS STORY

PRE-STORY SETUPPRE-STORY SETUP



(Don’t just read it—know it and bring it to life!)

After leaving the garden, Adam and Eve had sons named Cain and Abel. After leaving the 
garden, Adam and Eve started a family. 

When	their	first	son	was	born,	named	Cain,	Eve	shouted,	“God	has	helped	us	create	another	
human!” Not long after that, Adam and Eve had a second son, and they named him Abel. 

When their sons grew up, Cain became a farmer, and Abel became a shepherd.  At harvest 
time, people would bring gifts or portions of their work—called offerings—and give them to 
God. 

So	Cain	brought	some	of	his	farm	produce,	and	Abel	brought	the	very	best	lambs	from	his	flock	
to be offered to God. When God saw their gifts, he accepted Abel’s offering but rejected Cain’s. 

This made Cain very angry and upset. 

“Why are you so angry?” God asked Cain. “Why do you look so discouraged? You’ll be 
accepted if you do what’s right. But if you refuse to do what’s right, then watch out! Sin is 
crouching at your door, waiting to attack and destroy you, and you must bring it under control.” 

Soon	after	that,	Cain	suggested	to	his	brother,	“Why	don’t	we	go	out	into	the	field?”	
While	 they	were	walking	 in	 the	field,	Cain	attacked	and	killed	his	brother.	This	was	 the	first	
murder described in the Bible. 

Later on, God asked Cain, “Where is your brother?” 

“I don’t know!” Cain replied. “Am I supposed to keep track of Abel wherever he goes?” 

Story from Genesis 4
STORY 3:  CAIN & ABEL
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(continued)
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But God said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood 
cries out to me from the ground. I am removing you from this land 
you’ve corrupted with your brother’s blood. From now on you will be 
homeless, a fugitive who wanders from place to place.” 

Cain replied to God, “This punishment is more than I can handle! You 
have removed me from my home and from your presence; you have 
made me a fugitive. All who see me will try to kill me!” 

God replied, “No! Anyone who tries to harm you will receive seven 
times your punishment.” 

Then God put a mark on Cain to warn anyone who might try to attack 
him. Cain left God’s presence and traveled to the land east of the 
garden, where he would start a family of his own. 

RETELL THE STORY 
(This may seem redundant, but it is very effective in helping the 
listeners own the story.)

(These questions are a good start for you to draw out the group’s 
observations about the story.) 

DIALOGUE: DEVOTION & DEPRAVITY

1. What did God say to Cain after He rejected His offering?

2. What do you think that meant? 
 • You will be accepted if you do what is right. But if you refuse to do  
  what is right, sin is waiting.

3. Why do you think Cain killed his brother? Where did Cain learn to do 
evil?
 
4. If Cain inherited his sin from his parents, do you think Abel is also a 
sinner? 

5. What was God’s reaction to the murder? 
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6. Why didn’t God just ignore what Cain had done? What punishment did Cain deserve? 
•  God did not repay evil with evil; He showed fairness and grace.

7. What do we learn about humans in this story? (Where in the story did you see this?) 

• We try to hide from our sins. 
• We want what other people have. 
• We have the choice to do what is right. 
• We have the tendency not to listen to God.

8. Did you hear anything that reminded you of previous stories? What connections did you make? 

9. What do we learn about God in this story? (Where in the story did you see this?) 

• God is interested in people’s lives. He wants to interact with them. 

• God punishes sin. God is merciful. 

• God knows all things. 

• God provides a way for us to live with Him. 

• God alone is good. God’s ways are not our ways. 

APPLICATION
(Optional questions that also work well in smaller groups))

• What did you notice from the story for the first time? 

• What questions do you have about the story? What do you wonder about? 

• How did the story challenge or encourage you? 

• What good or bad habits have you gotten from your parents? 

• How do you think sin can attack and destroy us? 

• What kind of gifts or offerings do you think God is pleased with? 


