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SETTING THE TONE

WEEK SEVENTEEN

STORY SEVENTEEN: THE KINGDOM

APPLICATION: WEEK SEVENTEEN

DIALOGUE: WEEK SEVENTEEN



Our Vision
VISION. MISSION. VALUES

VISION >   What is our optimal desired futured state?
ALL THINGS NEW. While Jesus is busy making everything new, we also want to be busy 
developing new and meaningful relationships to help people connect with Him. 

mission > What are we ultimately trying to do?
Awaken Detroit to the greatest adventure of all time. We believe that is the adventure of following 
Jesus. LIFE Groups exist to help us all become better followers of Jesus. 

VALUES >  Why are we doing it?

          BELONG BEFORE YOU BELIEVE.
             Romans 5:6-11

          SEE THE UNSEEN.
             2 Corinthians 4:17-18

          LOOK UP.
             Hebrews 12:2

          JUSTICE IS AN ACTIVE, RELENTLESS PURSUIT.
            Micah 6:8

          EMBRACE, THE ULTIMATE ARTIST WITHIN.
          Exodus 35:30-33

STRategy >  How we do it

Show up to encounter Our gatherings will be all about helping people encounter Jesus 
through creative inspiration and the preached word of God.

Move Into Relationships We believe that true growth results from life change that happens 
in intentional communities. Detroit Church exists to establish these communities of accountability 
where beauty can emerge and everyone can belong.

Go out and impact Church is more than a building and the Great Commission is not just for 
ministers. Our impact groups will be all about getting into the marketplace and transforming 
the culture from within.
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• We are here to learn and change (not just a social time, but we also desire to grow   
 closer and build community).

• Have fun, and keep things moving and participatory.

• Welcome a challenge from me or others in the group (give each other permission to   
 challenge us—probe, ask questions, etc.).

• Strive to be honest and vulnerable, and we should honor that by keeping what is   
	 shared	in	confidence.

• We are going to try and answer questions as much as possible from within the story   
 found in the Bible. Everything we need to learn about God and humans can be found   
 right here in His story! 

• Let’s try and stay “in the story.” Even when tempted to go “out of the story”, lets call it out.

Setting the tone
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PRE-STORY SETUP
Q: What is the Kingdom? Why did Jesus talk about it so much? How do get in? These questions 

and many more were constantly being hurled at Jesus by all types of people from different walks 

of life. This subject of the kingdom is one of the most engaging and life-changing realities of all time. 

Let’s dive in!     

(Guide the group as they give an overview of previous stories and retell the last story.) 

Week Seventeen - The Kingdom
REVIEW PREVIOUS STORY
 

PRE-STORY SETUPPRE-STORY SETUP



TELL THE SCENE 
(Don’t just read it-know it and bring it to life!) 

SCENE 1: KINGDOM MESSAGE
Jesus continued to teach people, “The Kingdom of God has come. Turn from your sins, and turn to 
God!”

One day, He climbed up a hill with a group of His closest followers. They sat down together, and 
Jesus began to teach them about God’s Kingdom.
He said, 

“God blesses those who realize their need for Him: the humble and poor, the gentle and 
merciful—the Kingdom of God belongs to them.

God blesses the pure in heart and those who hunger and thirst to be with Him. You’ll be 
blessed when you are hated, mocked, and excluded because you are my followers.

Be happy about it—you will get great rewards in Heaven!”

Then Jesus went on to teach about God’s laws that were given to Moses.

Jesus said, “Don’t think I came to get rid of the laws of Moses and the writings of the Prophets. I 
have	come	to	fulfill	them!	God’s	laws	are	alive	and	will	last	forever.	Live	by	them	and	show	others	
the	way.	That’s	how	you’ll	find	honor	in	the	Kingdom.”

He went on to teach, “The laws and commands tell you not to murder, but I say if you hate 
someone or insult them, you are just as guilty as a murderer. Your words and actions bring 
judgment on you.” 

Story from Matthew 9, 12, Mark 2, Luke 5,11, and John 5
STORY 17: THE KINGDOM
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(continued)
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“The laws also tell us to never have sex with someone else’s spouse. But I 
say anyone who even looks at a woman lustfully has already committed 
adultery in his heart.”

He also taught them, “If someone steals your shirt from you, offer them 
your coat too. Live generously! Love your enemies. Anyone can love their 
friends, but you are to love the unlovable. You must live differently, doing 
what is good, right, and perfect—just like God your Father.”

The people were amazed at Jesus’ teaching. He had real power and 
authority, unlike their teachers of the law.

Later the Pharisees asked Jesus, “When is this ‘Kingdom’ you are teaching 
about going to come?” 

Jesus replied, “The Kingdom of God is not something you can predict. 
People will not say, ‘Here it is,’ or, ‘There it is,’ because the Kingdom of God 
is within you.”

Retell the scene
(This may seem redundant, but it is very effective in helping the listeners 
own the story.)

1. What do we learn about the Kingdom of God from this scene?

2. What does it look like? Where is it?

3. In your own words, what is Jesus teaching His followers in this 

scene?

• The Pharisees had created a way for humans to be accepted by 

God by their actions. Jesus took the commands and laws that 

God gave Moses and revealed the inner attitudes behind the 

actions, showing that outward actions are not enough. Our heart 

is more important than our actions to God.

4. In this story, Jesus shows people how to live in God’s ways. Where 

in previous stories have we seen God do this?

• Adam and Eve—God walked with them, teaching them how to 

live closely to Him.

• Cain—“If you do what is right.”

• Noah—“Life is in the blood.”

• Moses—laws and commands. 

• Prophets—God spoke through them to remind people of how to 

live in His ways.

(These questions are a good start for you to draw out the group’s 
observations about the story.)

DIALOGUE



TELL THE SCENE 
(Don’t just read it-know it and bring it to life!) 

SCENE 2: PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM  
Jesus continued to teach about the Kingdom of God using short stories, called parables, that had powerful 
meanings.

He	said,	“The	Kingdom	of	God	is	like	a	tiny	seed	that	is	planted	in	a	field.	This	seed	may	be	small	at	first,	but	it	
grows	into	a	large	tree	where	birds	can	come	and	find	shelter.”

Jesus told dozens of stories like this to the crowds. He said the Kingdom is . . .

Like	a	hidden	treasure	buried	in	a	field—worth	diligently	searching	for.
Like yeast spread in a large ball of dough—just a little will change a lot.
Like a precious pearl—worth trading everything for.
Like a great feast—where the poor and the outcast all get invited, and on and on. . . .

People were amazed at Jesus’ teaching and wisdom. They understood some of these pictures, but others 
remained a mystery to them.

A young man came up to Jesus and asked, “What good things must I do to get into the Kingdom?” 

Jesus replied, “God is the only one who is good. Follow His commandments.” 

The man said, “I have obeyed His commands. What else must I do?” 

“Go and sell everything you have, and give the money to the poor. Then come and follow me.”

When the man heard this, he went away very sad because he didn’t want to give up his great wealth and 
possessions.

Jesus	told	His	disciples,	“It’s	very	hard	for	a	rich	person	to	enter	the	Kingdom	of	God.	It’s	easier	for	a	camel	to	fit	
through the eye of a needle!”

“Then who in the world can enter the Kingdom?” asked His disciples. 8

5. How are Jesus’ Kingdom teachings similar to what God taught them in the past stories?

• Since the beginning of creation God has been showing people how to live closely with Him and 

live in His ways—the ways of His Kingdom. Jesus continues to show us how to live in these 

ways through His teaching and through living out the Kingdom perfectly with His life.

6. What do you think Jesus meant by saying, “I have come to fulfill the laws of Moses and the writings 

of the Prophets”?

7. What do we learn about Jesus from this scene?

(continued)
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TELL THE SCENE 
(Don’t just read it-know it and bring it to life!) 

SCENE 3: JESUS AND NICODEMUS  
One night a Pharisee named Nicodemus came to Jesus and said, 
“Rabbi, we know you were sent by God to teach us. Your miracles haven 
proven to us that God is with you.”

Jesus replied, “You’re right—but unless someone is born a second time, 
he or she will never understand God’s Kingdom.”

“What do you mean?” Nicodemus questioned. “How can someone 
who is fully grown climb back inside their mother and be born a second 
time?”

Jesus answered him, “The truth is, no one can enter the Kingdom of 
God unless they have been born a second time by God’s Spirit. Humans 
can only give human life, but God’s Spirit gives new life in the Kingdom.”

“How can this happen!?” Nicodemus asked.

Jesus replied, “The truth is, no one can enter the Kingdom of God unless they have been born a second time 
by God’s Spirit. Humans can only give human life, but God’s Spirit gives new life in the Kingdom.

“The	entrance	to	the	Kingdom	of	God	is	narrow—only	a	few	will	find	it.	But	the	road	that	leads	to	destruction	is	
very wide, and many will chose this way and live only for themselves.”

Retell the scene
(This may seem redundant, but it is very effective in helping the listeners own the story.)

1. Why do you think Jesus taught in parables?

2. What do you think the Kingdom of God is? Why is it hard to describe?

3. What kind of king/kingdom do you think the Jewish people were hoping for? What did they want to 

conquer?

4. What kind of kingdom was Jesus establishing? What do you think He was looking to conquer?

5. Why do you think Jesus chose twelve to be His apostles? What did He send them to do?

(These questions are a good start for you to draw out the group’s observations about the story.)
DIALOGUE

(continued)
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APPLICATION
(Optional questions that also work well in smaller groups)

1. What	did	you	notice	from	the	story	for	the	first	time?

2. What questions do you have about the story? What do you wonder about?

3. How did the story challenge or encourage you?

4. What does it mean to “believe” in Jesus? How is someone different who does this?

5. Describe what a group of people “living in God’s Kingdom” would be like today.

• How do they treat each other? . . . the poor and needy? . . . God?

• How would they be different in our world?

6. What do you think it means for YOU to live in the Kingdom of God?

• What	are	some	specific	ways	you	can	do	that?

Jesus replied, “You are a respected Jewish teacher, but you don’t know this simple truth? If you won’t 
believe me when I teach you about everyday things, how will you believe me when I tell you about God’s 
Kingdom?”
“What I am telling you is true. God showed His great love for people by sending me—His only son—to 
this	world.	Anyone	who	believes	in	me	and	lives	in	my	ways	will	find	life	that	is	complete	and	eternal!	He	
sent me here to save people. Those who want to live in sin and darkness will reject me and bring God’s 
judgment on themselves. Those who want to live in God’s ways will trust me and live forever!”

Retell the scene
(This may seem redundant, but it is very effective in helping the listeners own the story.)

1. Why do you think what Jesus was teaching was hard to understand for Nicodemus (or anyone)?

2. How does someone “enter the Kingdom” according to this scene? According to all three scenes?

3. What do we learn about Jesus from this story?

4. What do you think is the connection between living in God’s ways and believing in Jesus?

(These questions are a good start for you to draw out the group’s observations about the story.)
DIALOGUE


