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Acts 13:47
For so the Lord has 
commanded us, 
saying, “’I have made 
you a light for the 
Gentiles, that you 
may bring salvation 
to the ends of the 
earth.’”
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13 Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in 
Pamphylia. And John left them and returned to Jerusalem, 14 but they went on from 
Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And on the Sabbath day they went into the 
synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading from the Law and the Prophets, the 
rulers of the synagogue sent a message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any 
word of encouragement for the people, say it.” 16 So Paul stood up, and motioning 
with his hand said: “Men of Israel and you who fear God, listen. 17 The God of this 
people Israel chose our fathers and made the people great during their stay in the 
land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. 18 And for about forty 
years he put up with them in the wilderness. 19 And after destroying seven nations 
in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance. 20 All this took 
about 450 years. And after that he gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 21 
Then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the 
tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And when he had removed him, he raised up 
David to be their king, of whom he testified and said, ‘I have found in David the son 
of Jesse a man after my heart, who will do all my will.’ 23 Of this man’s offspring 
God has brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised. 24 Before his coming, 
John had proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. 25 And as 
John was finishing his course, he said, ‘What do you suppose that I am? I am not he. 
No, but behold, after me one is coming, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy 
to untie.’ 26 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who 
fear God, to us has been sent the message of this salvation. 27 For those who live 
in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not recognize him nor understand 
the utterances of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled them 
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by condemning him. 28 And though they found in him no guilt worthy of death, 
they asked Pilate to have him executed. 29 And when they had carried out all that 
was written of him, they took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. 30 
But God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many days he appeared to those 
who had come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his witnesses 
to the people. 32 And we bring you the good news that what God promised to 
the fathers, 33 this he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as also 
it is written in the second Psalm, “’You are my Son, today I have begotten you.’ 
34 And as for the fact that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to 
corruption, he has spoken in this way, “’I will give you the holy and sure blessings 
of David.’ 35 Therefore he says also in another psalm, “’You will not let your Holy 
One see corruption.’ 36 For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his 
own generation, fell asleep and was laid with his fathers and saw corruption, 37 
but he whom God raised up did not see corruption. 38 Let it be known to you 
therefore, brothers, that through this man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, 
39 and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you 
could not be freed by the law of Moses. 40 Beware, therefore, lest what is said in 
the Prophets should come about: 41 “’Look, you scoffers, be astounded and perish; 
for I am doing a work in your days, a work that you will not believe, even if one 
tells it to you.’” 42 As they went out, the people begged that these things might 
be told them the next Sabbath. 43 And after the meeting of the synagogue broke 
up, many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas, who, 
as they spoke with them, urged them to continue in the grace of God. 44 The next 
Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45 But when 
the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict 
what was spoken by Paul, reviling him. 46 And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, 
saying, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since you 
thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning 
to the Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, “’I have made you 
a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 48 
And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of 
the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 49 And the word 
of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole region. 50 But the Jews incited 
the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, stirred up 
persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. 51 But 
they shook off the dust from their feet against them and went to Iconium. 52 And 
the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.
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BIG IDEA

GOD USES OUR HISTORY TO TELL HIS STORY, AND TO
MAKE US A LIGHT TO THE NATIONS

STORY
Story is everywhere! Every commercial or advertisement includes some kind of story or narrative. Every 
product has a story nowadays. Whether you’re paying attention or not, everyday, all-day, there are 
narratives being thrown around. Some we like, while others, we’d prefer to ignore or reject. But we 
can all agree that when we find a story we like, we embrace it so fully that we start to see it’s likeness 
in others and seemingly disconnected circumstances. We can’t help it. Stories allow us the decode 
information in such a way that we don’t just 
receive data, we interpret feelings, emotions, 
and even needs. Some of the best stories 
connect us to those that are very different 
from us, by digging deep within beyond our 
bias and preference to our core essentials. 
Like our need for relationship, love, and 
significance. The stories we accept and live 
out are powerful because in many ways, they 
shape our future. All of us are living our lives 
under a dominant story. Many of us start to 
formulate our story as a smaller story inside 
the narrative of our origin or family story. 
For some of us this is helpful, for others of 
us, this provides some of our first challenges 
to overcome. As we come to put our hope 
and trust in Jesus, we discover that there is 
a meta-narrative, a grand story that started 
long before us, and stretches far beyond us. 
It is God’s story. And as any loving dad does, 
he made sure we’d have his story, it’s called 
the Bible. It’s a powerful book of books that takes us deep into the heart of God and how he engaged 
with humanity since the beginning. The passage of his-story that we’re examining is interesting in 
that it’s an actual sermon by Paul, also known as Saul. And after ministering to the island of Cyprus, 
Paul and his companions head to Perga and then Pisidia. While journeying to Pisidia, we see that John 
Mark, an assistant of theirs, leaves them and heads back to Jerusalem. We’re not told why, but Luke 
brings us into this a little later. While the path to Pisidia, is not without challenges, the men arrive and 
continue the strategy of beginning in synagogues first. While there on the sabbath, they were invited 
to share. “Brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for the people, say it.” What’s next is Paul’s 
first recorded sermon in the Bible.

“WE CAN’T EARN 
RIGHTEOUSNESS; 

WE MUST RECEIVE 
IT.”EXCERPT FROM: 

 “EXALTING JESUS IN ACTS” BY TONY MERIDA
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HISTORY
This chapter begins by letting us in on the leadership of the Antioch Church. We can see the diversity In 
Verses 17-25 Paul lays out the historic preparation for the coming Christ. He’s very clear on his audience 
here. He knows that he’s sharing with Jews and Gentile converts that know the history of Israel. They 
know the scriptures, the law and the prophets. But he does something that’s unique. He insists that God 
was actually the main subject of their history. Over and over again, he keeps on mentioning what God 
did. “God, brought them out of Egypt, put up with their ways, defeated their enemies, and distributed 
their land.” It was all God. And as he’s building this case, he’s pointing to the truth about his promise to 
humanity, that was fulfilled in the coming of his dear son: Jesus. This is shown in verses 23-25. God had 
certainly chosen the people of Israel as beloved. He intended to display what he’s like to others, by his 
relationship with his chosen people. And to his people he made a promise, which was Jesus. And Paul 
makes sure that he clarifies that Jesus wasn’t merely some other man. He purposely includes a quote 
from John the Baptist saying “But behold, there comes One after me, the sandals of whose feet I am not 
worthy to loose.” This is intentional to set the stage for the coming of the God-Man; Jesus. 

In verses 26-37 Paul preaches the death and resurrection of Jesus. He connects the dots with his 
hearers by explaining that although he was unjustly condemned, God’s purposes and word was fulfilled, 
contrary to the plan of his executors. God was powerful enough to cause even the disobedient ones to 
accomplish his intentions. And that after all had been fulfilled, God kept his promise and raised Jesus 
from the dead. It’s not just that we have a savior that died for us. But he was also resurrected. We’ve 
seen in the scriptures where Peter raised Tabitha, but she didn’t go on to live forever. Eventually she 
died. This why some theologians use the term resuscitate in place of resurrect in her case. Jesus was 
resurrected in that he will never again taste death. He is the holy one that will never see corruption. 
Even as pleased as God was with David, he feel asleep and saw corruption, his body returning to 
the dust of the ground. But Jesus, as the risen king, just as was prophesied “was raised up to see no 
corruption.” Paul cemented this truth by speaking about not just the coming and death of our savior, 
but also the miraculous resurrection that only our God could do.

In verses 38-41 he gives a clear application, which is the forgiveness of sins and justification for those 
who believe and trust in Jesus. In verse 39, he drops a heavy truth on them, “and by him everyone 
who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by the law of Moses.” 

“EVERYONE CAN EXCHANGE 
CONDEMNATION FOR JUSTIFICATION AND 
THE EXPERIENCE OF PEACE, LEARNING TO 

SING WHOLEHEARTEDLY, “IT [REALLY] IS 
WELL WITH MY SOUL!”

EXCERPT FROM: 
 “EXALTING JESUS IN ACTS” BY TONY MERIDA



This is no small saying. Many, if not all of those in attendance had a very high regard for the law of 
Moses. But what Paul is pointing out is the new covenant God has made with his children, ratified by 
the perfect sinless blood of Christ Jesus. And that Jesus fulfilled the law in his death, and began a new 
revolution with his resurrection unto the Father. Now the insufficiency of law was laid bare. The law 
of Moses was sufficient to point out sin, and even offer a way to forgiveness, but it never provided a 
change of heart. It never provided an internal new beginning, a new heart, a truly free existence. Free 
from the power of sin. Not until now. In Jesus, God provided a solution for guilt and sin, once and for 
all time. Anyone can experience the true freedom and peace of and with God, simply through trust 
in Jesus alone. The human heart was not built to withstand the weight of our own sin. We blame 
others, parents, children, management, employees, the world, the church, literally anybody, for being 
the reason we feel the guilt or shame from our own “missing the mark.” Others of us proudly point 
to our strengths and gifting to deter the outside world away from our shameful imperfections. We, 
like Adam and Eve, make coverings for ourselves and hide. We hide behind our careers, education, 
accomplishments, relationships, even our “good” works. And while none of these are inherently sinful 
or wrong, if we believe these things are worthy of our hope, trust, or our definition instead of the risen 
King, we’ve not yet fully tasted of true forgiveness and justification from Jesus. The significance of the 
Gospel message is not what we must do, but rather what God, in Jesus, by the power of the Holy Spirit 
has already done! And our reception of that work by faith is what’s required. 

In verses 42-52 we see a very mixed reaction to Paul’s message. He’s asked to come back and share yet 
again, so that’s a good sign. But this was by the gentiles whose worlds were just rock’d by this message 
of grace in Jesus. The scripture tells us that many of the Jews and devout proselytes followers Paul and 
Barnabas, who urged them to continue in the grace of God. This isn’t surprising, seeing that the default 
setting for many in this culture was that of the law. Paul is the same man that later wrote Galatians 5:1 
that says “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery.” It’s this idea of grace-filled liberty that we’ve received from Jesus in place of the law of Moses 
that caused the Gentiles to be filled with gratitude towards God and cause the Jews to be filled with 
jealousy towards the gentiles. Paul boldly proclaims that God was turning their ministry towards the 
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ROMANS 10:13-15 ESV

“FAILING TO KNOW AND UNDERSTAND 
WHAT GOD HAS DONE IN HISTORY AS 

REVEALED IN SCRIPTURE CAN BLIND ONE 
FROM SEEING WHAT GOD IS DOING NOW 

AND WHAT GOD MIGHT DO IN THE FUTURE 
THAT DEFIES OUR EXPECTATIONS.””EXCERPT FROM: 

 “EXALTING JESUS IN ACTS” BY TONY MERIDA



gentiles. That they were to be a “light to the gentiles.” Some of the Jews were so mad that they were 
speaking out and reviling Paul and Barnabas, even inciting prominent men and women to rise up in 
authority and persecute them. Paul and Barnabas, as the disciples had done, shake the dust from their 
feet against them and moved on to Iconium. But the last verse is a beautiful response and result of 
being sent by God. “And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.”

YOUR STORY IS...HIS
Your story isn’t ultimately yours, it’s God 
story of being at work in your life. So if you’ve 
been hurt, abused, or flat out dropped, then 
your story is God’s story of how he heals the 
hurting, rescues the abused, and picks up 
those that have been dropped! See God as 
the hero of your story, and yours becomes a 
powerful reiteration of his eternal story. His 
Gospel story absorbs your story, and in so 
doing, infuses your story with his power. And 
best of all, because it’s not all about you, you 
can share your story with anyone who will 
listen, and they can also come to identify the 
hero of your story as the very same hero in 
theirs as well. What if we could all live out 
the gospel in the everyday stuff of our lives 
because it was constantly renewing us in 
the everyday stuff of our lives? Discipleship 
might seem a bit overwhelming if we aren’t 
being changed by this gospel message 
and the person and work of Jesus in our 
personal space. If we’re spending time with 
a God who’s perpetually making all things 
new in us, our families, our relationships, 
our neighborhoods, and even our city, then 
sharing him with others is a continuation of 
his ongoing work of sanctifying us as holy 
unto himself. Just like the children of Israel, he 
has chosen us. We’ve been marked by heaven. 
We’re not special, we are ordinary people 
engaged by an extraordinary God. And he 
wants his way in our lives, he takes the first 
steps, he does the work that we could never 
do. We simply trust and hope in the reality 
that he who has begun a good work in us will 
complete it. 

8        1 Garland, David E., Mark L. Strauss, John H. Walton, Kevin Harney, Sherry Harney, and Adam T. Barr. 2017. “Acts. Teach The Text Com-
mentary Series.” Grand Rapids, MI.

David Chansky is a Jew who came to follow 
Jesus Christ. He reflected, “I have returned 
to Judaism. True, it was not the return that 
opposers of Y’shua were hoping I would make. 
But I have been grafted back into the tree 
planted by our God when he made that first 
promise to Abraham. The fact that so many 
Gentiles have accepted the Messiah and were 
grafted into our tree shows God’s goodness, 
and I am glad. The fact that our Messiah 
came for Jews and Gentiles affirms my Jewish 
identity, for God promised Abraham that we 
would be a light to the nations.¹

T E S T I M O N Y

WE SERVE A GOD WHO 
OFTEN DEFIES 
OUR EXPECTATIONS



9

 Does Paul’s message affect how you see and share your story?

What do we need to know in order to present the gospel to different types of people?

What about Paul’s sermon in Pisidian Antioch most resonates with you?

What do you learn from the people’s reaction to Paul’s sermon in Pisidian Antioch?

REFLECT & DISCUSS

THE GOOD NEWS OF 
JESUS CHRIST
IS OPEN TO ALL

.Lamin Sanneh, professor of missions, world Christianity, and history at Yale University, learned that 
“an ancient faith need not hew to its antiquarian roots to blossom under present conditions.” He 
writes that “world Christianity overcame obstacles local and foreign to surge with the primal im-
pulse of the gospel: as a source of renewal and hope, the movement should challenge us to over-
come our cultural shibboleths and bring us into our true ecumenical inheritance.”4 Sanneh grew up 
as a Muslim. He only knew of Jesus as the one who was persecuted and crucified by his own people, 
and he felt pity and sympathy for him. But he eventually came to know Christ: “Christianity was not 
what I was looking for, yet Christianity’s slain founder had risen from the grave and was threatening 
to pursue me in my thoughts. . . . My devout bid to treat Jesus’ tragedy as an illusion was a barrier 
against recognizing my part in his death, placing me in need of God’s exoneration, too. I didn’t need 
a complicated theology to appreciate that our hates for God need God to forgive.¹

T E S T I M O N Y

        1 Garland, David E., Mark L. Strauss, John H. Walton, Kevin Harney, Sherry Harney, and Adam T. Barr. 2017. “Acts. Teach The Text 
Commentary Series.” Grand Rapids, MI.


