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Acts 9:34

And Peter said to him, 

“Aeneas, Jesus Christ 

heals you; rise and 

make your bed.” And 

immediately he rose.

.
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BIRTH OF
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1:1-7:60

The Church is:

Born

Tested

Purified

Strengthened

Empowered

Apostle

Witness

Be Amazed

Sign

Wonder

The Gospel is:

Spreading

Multiplying

Changing Lives

Breaking Traditions

Preach/Proclaim

Evangelize

Disciple

Repent

Circumcision

The Movement is:

Tested

Persecuted

Defended

Unhindered

Persecute

Solemnly Testify

Immediately

Accuse 

Command

The Witness is:
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Received & Rejected

Changing Lives

Unifying Jews & Gentiles

Reason With/Discuss

Make Known Widely 

Exhort/Encourage

Suddenly/At Once

Faith
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32 Now as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the 
saints who lived at Lydda. 33 There he found a man named Aeneas, bedridden for 
eight years, who was paralyzed. 34 And Peter said to him, “Aeneas, Jesus Christ 
heals you; rise and make your bed.” And immediately he rose. 35 And all the 
residents of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord. 36 Now there 
was in Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which, translated, means Dorcas. She was 
full of good works and acts of charity. 37 In those days she became ill and died, 
and when they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room. 38 Since Lydda was 
near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to him, urging 
him, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter rose and went with them. And 
when he arrived, they took him to the upper room. All the widows stood beside 
him weeping and showing tunics and other garments that Dorcas made while she 
was with them. 40 But Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and 
turning to the body he said, “Tabitha, arise.” And she opened her eyes, and when 
she saw Peter she sat up. 41 And he gave her his hand and raised her up. Then 
calling the saints and widows, he presented her alive. 42 And it became known 
throughout all Joppa, and many believed in the Lord.

THE STORY: ACTS 9:1-31 [ESV}
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BIG IDEA

GOD’S SUPERNATURAL POWER IS NOT ONLY A SIGN 
FOR UNBELIEVERS BUT TO BE DEMONSTRATED AMONG 
BELIEVERS, SO THAT EVEN MORE WOULD BELIEVE ON 
THE NAME OF THE LORD.”

People are awesome-ish
Have you ever noticed that some people appear to be born to be great? It’s of course relative to a 
specific concept or sport maybe. For instance, Lebron James stands 6 feet 8 inches tall. He’s about 250 
pounds. He moves quicker than guys half his size, and is stronger than some guys much bigger than 
him. Make no mistake, he’s a basketball genius and has been immersed in the game since he was a 
small-ish kids But  you can’t assume that he’d be one of the greatest basketball players of all time if 
he were 5-6 inches shorter, which he couldn’t control. Someone greater than us helped him out. Even 
Warren Buffet admitted that were he born on the backside of a mountain in a third-world country he 
probably wouldn’t have been who he is and done what he’s done. He accredits factors beyond his 
control for putting him in a position to learn, grow, and advance. Yes humanity is great, and with time, 
effort, and the human soul’s passion; we can accomplish some great feats. But if we really are ever 
awesome it’s only because we’re being engaged, influenced, and changed by an Awesome God. There 
are forces beyond our own control that contribute to our greatness, and while this might not always be 
recognized, it’s true all the same. 

In Matt 26, Jesus is having a conversation with his disciples and he mentions that many will fall away 
or scatter soon, as he was about to be delivered over into the hands of his accusers and ultimately lay 
down his life. Peter hears this and responds, “though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall 
away.” Jesus then informs Peter that this very night, he’ll act like he doesn’t even know Jesus. To which 
Peter replies, “even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” He’s saying that I’m in control and I’ve 
decided that no matter what, I’m not leaving or denying you Jesus! On the surface, this seems like 
another “people are awesome” moment. It feels like the emergence of our sheer will and determination 
to be all odds and end up victorious. But a few verses later, when the friend he’s loved so dearly is being 
beat and humiliated, Peter no doubt wrestling with what’s happening to Jesus is identified as one with 
Jesus. 69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said, 
“You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know 
what you mean.” 71 And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, and she said 
to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 And again he denied it with an oath: “I 
do not know the man.” 73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you 
too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74 Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and 
to swear, “I do not know the man.” And immediately the rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered 
the saying of Jesus, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and 
wept bitterly. Peter was so sure of himself and his ability. Yet he quickly transitions from a moment of 
extreme confidence in himself to weeping bitterly at his “falling away” and how he shrunk back 
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in that moment. Have you ever over-estimated your ability? Have you ever been so sure that you could 
control or manage a situation, only to find out that you actually couldn’t? Most, if not all of us, know 
exactly what it feels like to have the best intentions and fail just the same. In his love, God helps us learn 
what Peter learned, which is that our Humanity alone is not sufficient for us to truly live each day of 
this life unto the Glory of God and the good of man. In and of ourselves, we are inadequate. We face 
situations and circumstances on the daily that require more than just humanity. If only we had someone 
greater than ourselves to rest in. Someone whose 
strength is perfected in our weakness. Jesus to the 
rescue! Jesus didn’t come just to give us emergency 
spiritual assistance, he came to redeem us. To restore 
our access to the true source, our Father God. Jesus 
saved the day! We’re no longer relegated to just 
what we can see, smell, hear, taste, and touch. We 
have access to something greater, a relationship that 
will last for all eternity. Because of Jesus, we can now 
abide in Him, and He in us. This isn’t just a good vibe 
or occasional moment of supernatural assistance. But 
He longs to spend each day with us, inviting us into 
all that he is. He wants to be with us, more than we 
want to be him. God need us to be for him, for him to be for us! We sometimes make the mistake of 
trying to humanize God to better understand him, apart from being with him. But God is transcendent, 
which means he’s above and beyond what we know and who we are. His ways are simply not ours. And 
this is good news. He’s God! He helps us to better understand him through relationship. He tells us in 
John 15:5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. Wow! Clearly he’s not asking us to do the impossible. 
He’s asking us to receive his invitation into the supernatural. To work from a place of rest, just as he 
designed. To prioritize BEING over DOING. It’s no wonder why apart from him, humanity scratches 
and claws our way to a false sense of being,  based solely on what we can prove through our works or 
accomplishments. Those that do a lot seem to deserve or infer more value than others. Again, Jesus 
saves us from this. He rescues us and flips this paradigm on it’s head by imputing or accounting to us 
his righteousness, and taking on himself our sin and shame. He makes us righteous. He makes us good 
enough. When we put our hope and trust in him, our positional truth in Christ is sealed. And in him, 
we are free from proving our worth, free from fear and shame, and free from having to live each day 
without the love of our Father God. He’s present with us as the Super on our Natural!

Jesus heals
The first miracle involving Aeneas highlights Christ’s power of sickness and disease. This man had been 
paralyzed and bedridden for eight years. When Peter sees Aeneas, he simply says “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals 
you. Get up and make your bed” (9:34). In doing this Peter points to the power, Jesus, who had a history 
of healing paralytics (Luke 5:24-25). And Aeneas just got up and walked in response to Peter’s words. Just 
imagine the joy in this man’s heart. Assuming this story follows the pattern of Acts 3, the miracle attracted 
a crowd, and Peter preached the gospel to them. Thus, many people were converted (9:35).¹

   ¹Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, TN: 
B&H Publishing Group, 2017).
  
      

OUR HUMANITY ALONE 
IS NOT SUFFICIENT FOR 
US TO TRULY LIVE EACH 
DAY OF THIS LIFE TO THE 
GLORY OF GOD AND THE 
GOOD OF MAN.
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“

Next we see Christ’s power of death displayed in the story of Dorcas. This saint fell ill and died, and Luke 
tells us what made her so special; verse 36 says, “She was always doing good works and acts of charity.” 
The widows for who she had made clothes mourned for her deeply (v39). The disciples in Joppa promptly 
sent for Peter. They didn’t even bury her, they placed the woman’s body in a room. Peter sends everyone 
out of the room when he shows up to call the dead back to life. He’s left alone with the corpse. Like Elisha, 
Peter falls to his knees in prayer, looking to the One with resurrection power as his help. Peter then calls her 
Dorcas by her Aramaic name: Tabitha, he says, get up!” This is almost an echo of Jesus’s Aramaic common 
to Jarius’s daughter, “Talitha Koum” (Mark 5:41). In response Dorcas opens her eyes like the shumammite 
woman’s son did in 2 Kings 4:35 as he was awakened. Dorcas then sits up and Peter presented the widow 
back to the saints.¹ 

The conversions of the people in Lydda, Sharon, and Joppa were triggered by two significant miracles. 
They “saw” Aeneas (9:35) and Tabitha’s return to life “became known” (9:42) Miracles can grab people’s 
attention but conversions require preaching and teaching for the converts to understand fully how the 
miracles are tied to Jesus and God’s salvation through his death and resurrection. Otherwise, they may 
only be attracted to spectacles and have only a superficial faith that quickly erodes when suffering arises. 
The goal is to bring about faith in Christ as Lord, not to bring acclaim to the one through whom Christ’s 
power is made manifest.²

Let Heaven in!
When we see Peter out and about in Acts 9, we see a changed man. A man that’s about to have his world 
rocked by just how big and great the implications of the Gospel truly are. God’s about to reveal himself, 
as the God who loves all nations. We see a man who’s abiding in Jesus, so much so that he’s living his life 
as an extension of Jesus’s life. He’s been changed by Jesus, and is being like Jesus, and doing what he 
did. And we’ve been invited into this kind of life as well. The kind of adventure where we’re not driving, 
we’re  following Jesus. We’re abiding in him, and he in us. We’re stepping into miraculous unity. The kind 
of unity that clearly shows that we are his disciples and his love is real. These miracles aren’t just about 
us wanting to break into Heaven, they’re about Heaven breaking into us. Our God cares about us and is 
intimately aware of what’s going on with us. Even if we don’t see the same miracles that Peter did, we get the 
miracle of being engaged by a Holy and Powerful God. A God who is known for breaking into our ordinary 
moments at any time, as the super on our natural. We are no longer cursed to live a life based only by what 
we can taste, touch, hear, see, and smell. We have access to the Father and his Kingdom. These miracles 
also give us a taste of a coming day where there will be no need for healing, where sickness, disease, and 
even death will no longer exist. Our God reigns! Thanks be to God for Jesus. He is the Super on our natural. 

   ¹Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, TN: 
B&H Publishing Group, 2017).
   ²Garland, David E., Mark L. Strauss, John H. Walton, Kevin Harney, Sherry Harney, and Adam T. Barr. 2017. “Acts. Teach The Text Commentary 
Series.” Grand Rapids, MI.
 

      

GOD DOESN’T NEED YOU TO BE FOR 
HIM, FOR HIM TO BE FOR YOU!
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Where in your life are you perhaps 
over depending on your skill, 
intellect, effort or will?

Are there any areas of your life, 
where you’ve accepted the lie that 
God isn’t concerned with it or you?

Do you believe that God wants to be 
with you more than you want to be 
with him?

Have you ever seen or witnessed 
a miracle? If so, what did that 
experience teach you about Jesus’ 
power and authority?

REFLECT & DISCUSS

MIRACLES ARE RECORDED FOR US, WHO ARE 
CHOSEN…WE ARE EDIFIED, WHEN WE LEARN AND 
BELIEVE BY THEM, THAT IN CHRIST WE HAVE A 
GRACIOUS, MEEK, LOVING LORD, WHO IS ABLE AND 
KNOWS HOW TO HELP US.” MARTIN LUTHER. LUTHER 
STATED, “MIRACLES ARE RECORDED FOR US, WHO 
ARE CHOSEN…WE ARE EDIFIED, WHEN WE LEARN 
AND BELIEVE BY THEM, THAT IN CHRIST WE HAVE A 
GRACIOUS, MEEK, LOVING LORD, WHO IS ABLE AND 
KNOWS HOW TO HELP US.”            - MARTIN LUTHER

“

“
We’re all fastened to a giant 

rock (earth) flying through 

space at 66,600 miles per 

hour. If the earth were to 

spin a bit farther away from 

the sun, we’d freeze. If we 

spun a bit closer to the sun, 

we’d burn up. We’re pow-

erless in the grand scheme 

of things. But the God that 

created the universe is more 

than capable of leading us 

through life.




