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18  When they heard 
these things they 
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they glorified God, 
saying, “Then to 
the Gentiles also 
God has granted 
repentance that 
leads to life.
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1 Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the 
Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, 
the circumcision party criticized him, saying, 3 “You went to uncircumcised men 
and ate with them.” 4 But Peter began and explained it to them in order: 5 “I was in 
the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a great sheet 
descending, being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to 
me. 6 Looking at it closely, I observed animals and beasts of prey and reptiles and 
birds of the air. 7 And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But 
I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or unclean has ever entered my 
mouth.’ 9 But the voice answered a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made 
clean, do not call common.’ 10 This happened three times, and all was drawn up 
again into heaven. 11 And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the 
house in which we were, sent to me from Caesarea. 12 And the Spirit told me to go 
with them, making no distinction. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we 
entered the man’s house. 13 And he told us how he had seen the angel stand in 
his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is called Peter; 14 he will 
declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all your household.’ 
15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the beginning. 
16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave the same gift to 
them as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 
could stand in God’s way?” 18 When they heard these things they fell silent. And 
they glorified God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance 
that leads to life.

THE STORY: ACTS 11:1-18 [ESV}
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The Table
There’s something unique about the table. A place where people can sit and share a meal. A place 
where all are equal and where true relationship can be formed. The table is a place where families 
are started or fortified. A table can also be a place where opposing ideas collide and where the 
canyon between various parties deepen. The same table that can be a blessing, can also be a place 
of contention. This is how our passage begins. 
The table that was such a blessing days earlier 
is now bringing criticism to Peter. And while 
he had just returned from an unexpected but 
eye-opening journey, his criticizers are more 
concerned with who he sat at the table with, 
than what God was up to. These men of the 
“circumcision party” were disturbed by the 
idea of Peter sitting with “those” unclean or 
common folk. The Gentiles. The word gentiles 
means multitude, tribe, or people group. But 
the implication used here denotes  specifically 
non-Jewish people groups. It’s essentially 
everyone who’s not a Jew. It was this implicit bias that God had to deal with in Peter, as well as others 
who felt uncomfortable accepting the new believing gentiles sans converting to Judaism. It’s interesting 
because this issue really isn’t about table fellowship, but rather what makes one clean. Up to the this 
point, many were convinced that is the ceremonial law of Moses that made one clean. The circumcision 
party were those that although they believed that Jesus was the messiah, still subscribed to this notion 
that through the works of the flesh people could be made clean. Through faith in Jesus and the power 
of his blood, both the Jew and gentile are now made clean. Not everyone rejoiced at this change. When 
Peter returns, his response to his critics was simple: He retold the events. Then he mentioned how he 
remembered the Lord’s words, which contrasted water baptism with Spirit baptism (1:5; 11:16). This 
showed him how God had given Gentiles the same gift, the same Spirit, and the same cleansing as the 
Jewish believers.¹

The lesson that God accepts all people and seeks to enfold them into Israel was a hard pill for many 
Jews to swallow. Some of Christ’s followers are still programmed by the beliefs and practices of a rigid, 
legalistic Judaism and continue to believe that gentiles, even God-fearers, are impure. They insist on 

BIG IDEA
THE CHURCH IS FORCED TO CONFRONT THEIR PREJUDICE 
AND SUBMIT TO THE EXPANDING MISSION OF GOD TO 
DIFFERENT PEOPLE GROUPS

          1 Tony Merida, Exalting Jesus in Acts, ed. David Platt, Daniel L. Akin, and Tony Merida, Christ-centered exposition (Nashville, TN: 
B&H Publishing Group, 2017). 5
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preserving a strict separation of the races. They find this new reality that God shows no partiality and 
saves gentiles without their first becoming full-fledged Jews to be something against nature and God’s 
laws. They fear that a lack of discrimination could only lead to accommodation with idolatry, the loss of 
their Jewish heritage and identity, and a church filled with the current immortally of humanity.¹ 

Get Out Of The Way
In Verse 17, Peter says “if he gave to them, the same gift that he gave to us when we believed in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God’s way?” This is a powerful truth. One that 
shapes the rest of the book of Acts and in many ways the New Testament. This is a very relevant 
truth for us today. This verse clearly says that the mission to the gentiles or “other” people groups 
is a God initiative, confirmed by the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit isn’t a possession to be controlled 
or manipulated. No man tells him where to go or to whom. So when he clearly chooses this gentile 
man and household, even Peter is forced to reconcile his tradition (nurture) as well as his sinfulness 
(nature) and choose to submit to God’s mission and not block or hinder what was clearly bigger than 
him. This might cut some of us to the core, because it means none of us is the one “supreme” type or 
race. There’s no such thing as a special race or people group. And yes, this seems obvious, but does 
our interior world reinforce any bias or preferences when compared or mixed in with various types? If 
our relationships or positive experiences are only with those of a certain type, background, or people 
group, what does that communicate? It could very easily communicate that we might believe our type 
more accurately represents God’s intent or reality 
and that other types are not as equally a part of 
his creation and himself. This happened to Peter in 
Galatians 2:11-18. Although Peter is used by God in 
miraculous ways, he still wrestles with this prejudice 
SINdrome deep inside. It shows up in an instance 
where he’s eating with the gentiles in Antioch, and 
when “certain men” came from Jerusalem, Peter 
drew back and separated himself from the gentiles. 
All because he feared the circumcision party. And 
unfortunately, all the Jews followed Peter’s lead. 
Even Barnabas, a compassionate and consoling 
brother, turned his back on the gentiles and was 
led astray by their hypocrisy. This is tragic. In every situation we get the option to choose to respond in 
love or fear. Even if we’ve responded in love 100 times, the very next time the temptation will still exist 
to respond in fear, just like Peter. Peter was afraid of what these special men would think when they saw 
him sharing the table with the gentiles. Paul sees this and confronts Peter openly. Paul couldn’t bear 
the fact that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel so he responds in love. Paul says 
“If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like 
Jews?” You might ask how did Peter force the gentiles to do anything, didn’t he just back away from 
them? Well that’s the poison of prejudice. It creates this implication that if the “others” would be more 
like you, then they would be more acceptable. There is a similar message that we send when we leave 
our secret prejudice and bias unchecked and unconverted. It’s so sneaky that most of us might 

          1 Garland, David E., Mark L. Strauss, John H. Walton, Kevin Harney, Sherry Harney, and Adam T. Barr. 2017. “Acts. Teach The Text 
Commentary Series.” Grand Rapids, MI.

In every 
situation we 
get the option 
to choose to 
respond in 
love or fear.
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miss it if we’re not paying attention. It shows up as a simple pre-judgement you make when you see or 
hear someone. We all have done it. Adjusted our walk, talk, tone, body language, or just mentally go 
into a place of fear or discomfort. Secretly wishing someone else was less different. It’s the subtle lie that 
insinuates God prefers one type, style, class, or race over another. The truth is that no one type or style is 
so important that it’s worth the church presenting a half-gospel to the world. No preference, no genre, 
no tempo, no volume level, no taste is so great that we should allow it alone to define the vastness of 
our God and his Christ. As if everyone should be that in order to be completely accepted by the Father. 
God is bigger than us. He is more than just what we know about him or what we think he is. His heart is 
for all people groups to come to know his grace and truth.

God Values All People 
What occurs in Cornelius’ house (Acts 10) makes it clear that the disciples are to be witnesses to 
the ends of the world to both Jews and gentiles. The outpouring of the Spirit on Cornelius and his 
household validated this enlargement of the mission. It was a gentile Pentecost. In this case it is evident 
that the only precondition for receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit is the readiness to hear and accept 
God’s word (10:34). And God has worked behind the scenes in preparing hearts to respond in faith. 
There is now no possible limit on the membership of this new people, no ethnic frontier that would 
keep some nations out.¹ 

God values all people! Humanity is made in his image. No race, no gender, no class can solely claim our 
God. He is God of us all! And as such, he loves us all and is for us all. Oh how I long for the day when 
the church is known as the people who set tables for various people groups to come together. Where 
our unity is so infectious and contagious that those who’ve never heard the gospel would want in on 
our sense of community and family. Together, led by the spirit of God into the fullness of Jesus, we can 
create a future where the church no longer mirrors the segregation we see in the culture and other 
spaces. There are some people that struggle to believe in a God they cannot see, because they can’t 
yet believe in the church that they can see. Church done well reveals Jesus, who puts a face on God. We 

THE TRUTH IS THAT NO ONE TYPE OR STYLE 
IS SO IMPORTANT THAT IT’S WORTH THE 
CHURCH PRESENTING A HALF-GOSPEL 

TO THE WORLD.

          1 Garland, David E., Mark L. Strauss, John H. Walton, Kevin Harney, Sherry Harney, and Adam T. Barr. 2017. “Acts. Teach The Text 
Commentary Series.” Grand Rapids, MI.
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Are you comfortable 
admitting any prejudice or 
bias you may have?

Have you felt judged solely 
based on how you look, 
sound, or where you’re 
from? How did you 
handle it?

Why is table fellowship 
important in the Bible? 
How should we apply this 
principle today?

How willing are you to 
invite those who are 
different from you to the 
table to listen, learn, 
and engage?

a
REFLECT & DISCUSS OUR PREJUDICES CAN 

HINDER THOSE WHOM 
GOD IS CALLING 
TO HIM
Biography: Helen Roseveare. Roseveare was 
an English medical missionary to Congo. She 
served the people of Congo from 1953 to 1973. 
At one point during her time there, she lost her 
temper and cursed one of the patients in fluent 
Swahili. One of her first students, a medical 
assistant, timidly approached and admonished 
her, “I don’t think the Lord Jesus would have 
spoken like that.” Due to this incident, she began 
to struggle about herself and her relationship 
with God and the people whom she was serving. 
During her sabbatical, her spiritual mentor, 
Pastor Ndugu, challenged her, “Helen, why can’t 
you forget for a moment that you are white? 
You’ve helped so many Africans to find cleansing 
and filling and joy in the Holy Spirit through the 
blood of Jesus Christ. Why don’t you let him do 
for you what He has done for so many others? 
She was horrified and confessed how racial 
prejudice was a hidden area in her heart, and she 
repented that her racism hindered others from 
coming to know God.¹

can’t afford to retain prejudice and bias. We can no longer sweep these sinful thoughts and ideologies 
under the proverbial rug. The time to be converted and changed by Jesus is now. There are beautiful, 
powerful, resilient, incredible people of all types, nationalities, shapes and sizes that need to know that 
God loves them and is after them with his love and his people.

THERE ARE SOME PEOPLE THAT STRUGGLE TO BELIEVE 
IN A GOD THEY CANNOT SEE, BECAUSE THEY CAN’T 
YET BELIEVE IN THE CHURCH THAT THEY CAN SEE.

          1 Garland, David E., Mark L. Strauss, John H. Walton, Kevin Harney, Sherry Harney, and Adam T. Barr. 2017. “Acts. Teach The Text 
Commentary Series.” Grand Rapids, MI.




