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Acts 8:35

Then Philip opened 

his mouth, and 

beginning with this 

Scripture he told 

him the good news 

about Jesus.
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Suddenly/At Once
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8:1-12:25 13:1-20:2 20:3-28:31

THE RISE OF
THE CHURCH

THE EXPANSION OF
THE CHURCH

THE CHALLENGES
OF THE CHURCH

ACTS AT A GLANCE
T

H
E

M
E

S
K

E
Y

 
T

E
R

M
S

3



26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he rose 
and went. And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen 
of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem 
to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the 
prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30 
So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you 
understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can I, unless someone 
guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage 
of the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was led to the 
slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth. 33 
In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his 
life is taken away from the earth.” 34 And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, 
I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 
Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he told him the 
good news about Jesus. 36 And as they were going along the road they came to 
some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being 
baptized?” 38 And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down 
into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at 
Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he 
came to Caesarea.

THE STORY: ACTS 8:26-40 [ESV}
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BIG IDEA

THE DIVINE MISSION OF GOD COMES WITH A 
DIVINE MANDATE FOR A DIVINE MEETING FOR 
SOMEONE TO HEAR A DIVINE MESSAGE.

Coincidence or Divine Mission from God?
Have you ever found yourself in a situation you hadn’t expected and then experienced a strong sense 
that something curious was going on? And then you realized, that whatever it is, you’d better go with 
it? This is the situation that Luke describes Philip in as he is instructed to leave the revival in Samaria, 
and go to the desert. There he meets an Ethiopian Eunuch who held office in the Ethiopian court under 
Queen Candace as her chief financial minister. A eunuch was a state official castrated for the purpose 
of service.  And like many in the ancient world, there was something about the Jewish God that had 
attracted him to Jerusalem.¹

Today, we think of Ethiopia in modern terms as the nation 
located in the horn of Africa, but the Greek term (Ethiopia is 
actually a Greek word) applied to all of Africa south of Egypt, 
especially ancient Cush or Nubia.² Since he was a eunuch, he 
could not become a full Jewish proselyte (Deut. 23:1), but he 
was permitted to become a “God fearer” or “a proselyte of the 
gate” according to Jewish Law.  Even with this barrier, he was 
still concerned enough about his spiritual life to travel over two 
hundred miles to Jerusalem to worship God. Yet, as he returned 
home, in his heart he knew that there was still more. 

This Ethiopian represents many people today who are religious, 
read the Scriptures, and seek the truth, yet do not have saving 
faith in Jesus Christ. They are sincere, but they are lost! They need someone to show them the way. As 
Philip drew near to the chariot, he heard the man reading from the prophet Isaiah. God had already 
prepared the man’s heart to receive Philip’s witness! If we obey the Lord’s leading, we can be sure that 
God will go before us and open the way for our witness. 

The Ethiopian focused on Isaiah 53:7-8, which describes our Lord as the willing Sacrifice for sinners, 
even to the point of losing His human rights. As Philip explained the verses to him, the Ethiopian began 
to understand the gospel because the Spirit of God was opening his mind to God’s truth. It is not 
enough for the lost sinner to desire salvation, he must also understand God’s plan of salvation. It is the 
heart that understands the Word that eventually bears fruit (Matt. 13:23).³ 

    ¹N. T. Wright, Acts For Everyone, Part 1 (Louisville, KY: Westminister John Knox Press, 2008)
    ² Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2014)
    ³Warren W. Wiersbe, Be dynamic: experience the power of Gods people (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2009).

WE ALL NEED 
SOMEONE TO 
SHOW US 
THE WAY.
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As they pass a body of water, the eunuch orders for the chariot to stop so he could be baptized. How 
did he know that believers were supposed to be baptized? Perhaps Philip had included this in his 
witness to him, or perhaps he had seen people baptized while was in Jerusalem. Throughout the book 

of Acts, baptism is an important part of the believer’s 
commitment to Christ and public witness. If you are 
interested in going public with your witness to 
Jesus, go ahead and make it official by clicking 
the image!

It Goes Down In The D.M.
The Lord providentially arranged this meeting. Ethiopia was considered “the end of the earth” by the 
Greeks and Romans, and Philip’s witness to the Samaritans and the Ethiopian is no doubt a foretaste of 
the completed mission of Christ we see in Rev. 7:9-10: 

9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 
throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 
hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits 
on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

Remember that Philip was among other Christians scattered due to ethnic & religious persecution, 
but God used it to fulfill his plan of making disciples outside of Jerusalem. Philip is then given a divine 
mandate to rise and go south (v. 26), followed by a divinely planned meeting in a chariot (vv. 27-31). 
In obedience to the Spirit’s guidance, Philip takes advantage of the occasion for sharing the divine 
message of the gospel (vv. 32-35).  This results in the miracle of conversion. 

Philip has a history of having a heart that is wide open to Jesus, which enables him to show God’s love 
to all types of people. We see him caring for widows in Acts 6, just as the Father cares for them (Ps. 
146:9). Then in Acts 8 he demonstrates a Christlike love for the despised Samaritans even though his 
people considered them a disgrace, and ethnically impure heretics (John 4). Then, in the second half of 
the chapter we see him displaying Christ’s love for the nations by showing this very different stranger 
kindness and respect in helping him understand the scriptures. Philip displays love not just for the 
crowds but also for individuals– including those of different ethnicities, socioeconomic classes, levels of 
education, sexual identities and religious views. 

Followers of Jesus
So what make a good follower of Jesus? In John 14:15 Jesus says, “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments.” Notice what Jesus actually says here. If we love him, we will obey him. He doesn’t say, 
if we obey him, he will love us. The gospel turns everything right side up. We can do nothing to earn his 
love or to maintain our relationship with God. Our obedience merits us absolutely nothing. However, his 
obedience accomplishes everything that we would ever need, including our salvation. Our obedience is 
our essential affirmation of our love for Jesus and our essential acknowledgment of the finished 
work of the cross. 

https://detroitchurch.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/67/responses/new
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And out of our love for him, we are empowered to love others just as he loves them, even reaching 
beyond barriers that naturally prevent us from wanting to love them. This is the very essence of being 
engaged in the divine mission of God. This is where it all goes down. 

Contrast Philip with Jonah. Jonah’s arrogant ethnocentrism made him a reluctant missionary and a 
rebellious follower of Jesus. Unfortunately, the spirit of Jonah is present today. Many find it difficult to 
love Muslims, Buddhists, those of a particular skin tone, homosexuals, or the transgendered. The more 
we contemplate who Christ is and what he has done for us, the more we will love people as Philip did. 
As we ponder the cross, we remember that Christ loved us 
when we were unlovable. And as we walk in the Spirit, the 
Spirit reproduces his fruit in us, empowering us to love just 
as he does.  

The gospel is the “power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes” (Rom. 1:16). It’s not enough simply to “live 
out the gospel.” We must proclaim and explain it. In the 
pulpit, at our workplaces, around our dinner tables, 
wherever we are, we must tell about the goodness of God, 
explain the truth about sin, and draw attention to the 
glorious redemption we have in Jesus. 

Evangelism should be a thread woven throughout our daily lives as we leverage every opportunity for 
the progress of the gospel. Do you have a neighbor you’ve been meaning to visit or a new coworker 
you’ve intended to engage in conversation? Do you have a gift you’ve been thinking about giving 
maybe a neighbor or the clerk you always see at the post office. Is there someone in your school who 
continues to be on your mind and heart? If so, it could be that God is up to something! You, like Philip 
may have a chariot waiting for you. A missional church is composed of individuals who are led by the 
Spirit like Philip and engaged in the divine mission of God.¹ 

It’s not 
enough to 
simply  “live 
out the 
gospel.” We 
must proclaim 
and explain it.

        What kind 
   of Saint

                                  
are 

       you ?
There have been a lot of evangelism methods 
used over the years. While there is no single 
method that works for everyone all of the time, 

here are at least three models to avoid:

The Sniper Saint
The sniper saint wakes up in the morning super 
amped about talking to anybody and everybody 
about Jesus, regardless of the circumstances or 
people’s interest level. Everyone they meet gets 
it: the guy at the gas station, the woman in the 
grocery store, the delivery man at the office, the 
friend of a friend, the person in the next both 
at the restaurant. Ready or not, they’re coming! 

On the upside, the sniper saint definitely gets 
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results. By sheer force of numbers, a percentage does hear the gospel and respond. On the downside, 
how many are pushed away and become more resistant to the gospel as result? That doesn’t matter 
to the sniper saint. They feel the end justifies the means and feels relieved of any guilt. In fact, 
many sniper saints dismiss any concern for being offensive. They rationale “the message of Christ 
is offensive to an evil world,” without stopping to think that they might be the offending element, 
not the gospel. Sniper saints tend to care ore about decisions and numbers than changed lives and 
transformed hearts. 

The Spatting Saint 
Rather than appear too eager or overly zealous, the debating disciple says, “Hey there, wanna discuss 
world religions? They know all the talking points and latest stats regarding all the latest hot topics. 
They’re an expert in apologetics but never really able to get to the bottom line– a decision for Christ. 

This approach has a few advantages. This method recognized the broad spectrum of human opinions, 
seeks to understand other points of view, and cares to communicate the point through dialogue. 
It’s educational. It’s been stimulating to discover how one worldview differs from another and  ow 
they’re similar. And they are good at finding more information to fill their already crowded heads. 

The disadvantage: It’s reason-centered and rarely works. People don’t generally come to know Christ 
because they lost a debate. The problem of sin isn’t an intellectual problem; it’s the result of rebellion 
against God. A decision for Christ is a crisis of the will. That’s not to say apologetics doesn’t have its 
place in evangelism. The effective use of reason helps demonstrate that Christianity is a reasonable 
faith. That helps keep the entrance uncluttered. Then, once a person’s heart becomes receptive to 
the gospel, apologetics can help clear away intellectual obstructions from the path to Christ. 

The Secret Saint
Truth be told, most of us are secret agent Christians. These believers rationalize thru lack of initiative 
by declaring themselves “silent witnesses for God.” They hope their lifestyle will do ail the talking. 
They’re waiting for somebody to walk up and say, “Friend, I’ve been watching your life, and I’m 
interested in knowing how to receive Christ as my personal Savior. Do I receive Him by faith” When 
that happens, the secret agent will tell the individual all about Christ and how to know Him personally. 
Problem is, that never happens. 

I’ve heard people say, “Wait–with is more important to God, your life or your message?” That’s like 
asking a pilot, “Which wing is more important, the left or the right?” A plane must have both, or it 
will never get off the ground. 

The advantage of being a secret agent is that you never offend. This method also keeps you 
accountable to maintain a life of authenticity, integrity, kindness, and generosity. But this approach 
comes at the cost of a terrible disadvantage. It’s a self-centered means of easing our conscience 
while shirking a solemn responsibility given by Christ. 

Clearly, the best approach brings together the most effective elements of all three. Be transparent 
about your relationship with Jesus Christ and talk openly about your spiritual growth. Study other 
religions and engage people in thoughtful, respectful, and calm conversations, taking care to listen 
and to offer rational responses to questions. By all means, let your life do the talking–but not ALL 
the talking! At some point, one you have gained trust and have earned a fair hearing, get to the 
issue at hand: the need to repent of sin and to accept Christ’s gift of eternal life.¹ 
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How was the gospel sown in your life before you were a believer. 

When was a time you felt particularly led by God to share your faith? What were 
the circumstances?

Have you gotten the impression from the Birth of A Nation series in Acts that 
sharing the gospel ought to be central in the lives of Christ followers? How are 
we as a church doing with this? How are you personally doing?

How can you be more engaged in the divine mission this week?

9

REFLECT & DISCUSS
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MY LIFE BEFORE CHRIST
1. What about my life before Christ will relate most to the  
    non-Christians I know?
2. What did my life revolve around? Where did I get my    
    security, identity or happiness from?  
3. How did those things begin to let me down?

HOW I CAME TO CHRIST
1. When was the first time I heard the gospel? What were  
    my initial reactions?
2. When and why did my perspective begin to change    
    toward Christ?
3. What were the final struggles that went through my     
   mind just before I accepted Him? Why did I finally decide   
   to accept Christ (or give Him complete control of my life)?

MY LIFE AFTER COMING TO CHRIST
1. How is my life different now? List some specific changes in your character,          
    attitude and perspective on life.
2. What motivates me now? What do I live for?
3. Even though my life still isn’t perfect, how does knowing Christ help me deal with           
    that fact?

Let’s  Pray
Jesus, I want to get in 
on the action. I want to 
love people with the 
love you have shown 
me. Help me to be used 
of you to continue your 
Divine mission. 

Jesus, I want to get in 
on the action. I want to 
love people with the 
love you have shown 
me. Help me to be used 
of you to continue your 
Divine mission. 
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