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I’M UPSET
CLOSED HEARTS CLOSE DOORS



BIG IDEA
THE DOORS OF THE TEMPLE ARE SHUT TO 
OUTSIDERS, WHICH SIGNIFIES THAT IT NO 
LONGER CAN FUNCTION AS THE PLACE WHERE 

THE STORY: ACTS 21:27-36 [ESV}

27 When the seven days were almost completed, the Jews from Asia, seeing him 
in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him, 28 crying out, 
“Men of Israel, help! This is the man who is teaching everyone everywhere against 
the people and the law and this place. Moreover, he even brought Greeks into the 
temple and has defiled this holy place.” 29 For they had previously seen Trophimus 
the Ephesian with him in the city, and they supposed that Paul had brought him into 
the temple. 30 Then all the city was stirred up, and the people ran together. They 
seized Paul and dragged him out of the temple, and at once the gates were shut. 
31 And as they were seeking to kill him, word came to the tribune of the cohort 
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that all Jerusalem was in confusion. 32 He at once took soldiers and centurions and 
ran down to them. And when they saw the tribune and the soldiers, they stopped 
beating Paul. 33 Then the tribune came up and arrested him and ordered him to be 
bound with two chains. He inquired who he was and what he had done. 34 Some 
in the crowd were shouting one thing, some another. And as he could not learn 
the facts because of the uproar, he ordered him to be brought into the barracks. 
35 And when he came to the steps, he was actually carried by the soldiers because 
of the violence of the crowd, 36 for the mob of the people followed, crying out, 
“Away with him!”

EPHESIANS 2:13-16 
13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our 
peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his 
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flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 
16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the 
hostility.

ROMANS 9:3-4
3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my 
brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 4 They are Israelites, and to them belong the 
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises.



“Independence Hall is considered to be the “birthplace of America” because 
both the Declaration of Independence and the US Constitution were 

discussed, ratified, and signed by the nation’s founding fathers there. It was 
the seat of the US government prior to the establishment of Washington, 

DC, as the new nation’s capital. In 1799, the location of government shifted, 
and the building in Philadelphia no longer was home to the government. 

Independence Hall holds much history, tradition, and legacy, but it no 
longer serves the people in the same way as it did prior to 1800. Citizens 

can always look back at this place to remember all the principles of 
freedom and democracy that it represents, but today it is only a historic site 

without power and authority to do what it did before.”

Excerpt From: David E. Garland. “Acts (Teach the Text Commentary Series).” Baker Publishing Group, 2017-07-21. iBooks. 

Who was this written to?

What is happening in the passage?

When and where did this take place?

Why did the author write this?

What would the original hearers have thought?

How does this fit in with the great story of the bible?

Are there other parts of scripture that help you understand this passage?

What does this tell you about who God is?

What does this tell you about your sin and the need for a Savior?

How might this affect your relationships with believers that are different?

How might these truths impact your perspective towards unbelievers? 

INTERPRET 

OBSERVE

APPLY
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