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ACTS 2:14-41 [ESV}

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed 
them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to 
you, and give ear to my words. 15 For these people are not drunk, as you 
suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was 
uttered through the prophet Joel: 17 “’And in the last days it shall be, God 
declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams; 18 even on my male servants and female 
servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 
19 And I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth 
below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 20 the sun shall be turned to 
darkness and the moon to blood, before the day of the Lord comes, the 
great and magnificent day. 21 And it shall come to pass that everyone 
who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 

22 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to 
you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through 
him in your midst, as you yourselves know-- 23 this Jesus, delivered up 
according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 
and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24 God raised him up, loosing 
the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 
25 For David says concerning him, “’I saw the Lord always before me, for 
he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 26 therefore my heart 
was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. 27 
For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see 
corruption. 28 You have made known to me the paths of life; you will 

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE    
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The Holy Spirit comes to reveal 
who Jesus really is.

BIG IDEA
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make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 29 “Brothers, I may say to 
you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was 
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Being therefore a prophet, 
and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set 
one of his descendants on his throne, 31 he foresaw and spoke about 
the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor 
did his flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we 
all are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, 
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he 
has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34 For 
David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, “’The Lord 
said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, 35 until I make your enemies your 
footstool.’ 36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that 
God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter 
said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children 
and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 
himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore witness and continued 
to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 
41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added 
that day about three thousand souls.



     The early church had none of the things that we think are so essential for success today––buildings, 
money, political influence, social status––and yet the church won multitudes to Christ and saw many 
churches established throughout the Roman world. Why? Because the church had the power of the 
Holy Spirit energizing its ministry. They were a people who were “ignited by the Spirit of God.”

  Peter begins with the humanity of Christ. He says, “You guys 
saw him. You know what I’m talking about.” Signs and wonders 
validated the claims of Jesus. These miracles weren’t violations 
of the laws of nature as much as they were restorations of the 
laws of nature. At his first coming Jesus showed everyone what 
his second coming and his kingdom would be like: there will 
be no leprosy, no illness at all, no demon possession, no fear of 
storms, no death. King Jesus will reverse the curse and make 
all things new!
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We are not going to move this world by criticism 
of it nor conformity to it, but by the combustion 
within it of lives ignited by the Spirit of God

The Man    [Acts 2:22]

     That same Holy Spirit power is available to us today to make us 
more effective witnesses for Christ. The better we understand His 
working at Pentecost, the better we will be able to relate to Him 
and experience His power. The ministry of the Spirit is to glorify 
Christ in the life and witness of the believer (John 16:14). Acts 2 
helps us understand the Holy Spirit, as the Holy Spirit helps us 
understand what we are reading. 

     Similarly, in verse 12, Peter responds to the onlookers 
question, “What does this mean?” He assures them that 
haven’t been drinking; after all, it was only 9am. He then says 
that, according to the prophet Joel, these Pentecostal signs 
are outpourings of God’s Spirit. Then, in his first sermon, Peter 
centers on the big idea of all of Scripture: this Jesus. Let’s briefly 
examine him. 

The ministry of 
the Spirit is to 
glorify Christ 
in the life and 

witness of the 
believer. 

[John 16:14]
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anatomy of testimony

Peter tells his audience about the amazing thing God did: HE RAISED JESUS UP! Jesus was raised 
because death couldn’t hold him. Then Peter tells them what Scripture predicted: the Holy One would 
not see decay. Christ was the promised one of Psalm 16. You can visit David’s tomb and find his remains, 
but Christ’s tomb is empty. Who, then, was David speaking about in Psalm 16? We must remember 

The person of Christ depicted in the Gospels is gloriously 
attractive. Don’t underestimate the power of encouraging 
a non-believing friend to read through the Gospels. A clear 
understanding of Christ’s love and power can draw a person 
to him. 

Next Peter describes the death of Christ from both a human 
and a divine perspective. (This wasn’t the most politically 
correct sermon!) Peter emphasizes both the sovereignty 
of God and the responsibility of man. The death of Christ 
was part of God’s plan all along. This is emphasized even 
more strongly in Acts 4:24-28. So, why did Peter open with 
this theological truth? The Jewish people couldn’t fathom 
a crucified Messiah. Messiahs win! Jesus, however, was 
crucified in shame and agony. How could he possibly be the 
Messiah? Peter shows his audience that Jesus didn’t die as 
a pathetic victim. He laid down his life in fulfillment of the 
sovereign plan of God, who purposed to sum all things up in 
Christ (Eph 1:10).

At the same time, the Bible doesn’t teach fatalism––which 
says that we have no control over our actions or the future, 
and everything that happens can be accounted to fate or 
destiny. Every person is accountable for their own actions. 
Peter reminds his audience that they were responsible for 
Christ’s crucifixion. And so are we. Fallen people scheme 
to dethrone God. They plot to kill their Maker. When Peter 
reminds this group of their guilt, many are “pierced to the 
heart” (v. 37).

The Method    [acts 2:23]

The Message    [Acts 2:24-32]

Jesus’s death 
is not a case 

of tragic 
injustice; it 

is part of the 
redemptive  
plan of God
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Perhaps no one has illustrated the 
meekness and majesty of Jesus better 
in recent history than C. S. Lewis. In 
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, 
Lucy is posing questions to Mr. and 
Mrs. Beaver about Aslan, a character 
representative of Christ:

“Is––is he a man? asked Lucy. “Aslan 
a man!” asked Mr. Beaver sternly. 
“Certainly not. I tell you he is the King 
of the wood and the son of the great 
Empower-beyond the Sea. Don’t you 
know who is the King of Beasts? Aslan is 
a lion––the Lion, the great Lion.”

 “Ooh!” said Susan, “I’d thought he was a 
man. Is he-– quite safe? I shall feel rather 
nervous about meeting a lion.”

“That you will, dearie, and no mistake,” 
said Mrs. Beaver; if there’s anyone who 
can appear before Aslan without their 
knees knocking, they’re either braver 
than most or else just silly.”
  “Then he isn’t safe?” said Lucy.
“Safe?” said Mr. Beaver; “don’t you hear 
what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who said 
anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t 
safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell 
you” (Lewis, The Lion, The Witch, and the 
Wardrobe, 75-76)

Yes. Christ is good. But he isn’t safe. 
Jesus really is the true King. So stand in 
awe of him. Don’t be silly. Confess him 
as Lord. That’s Peter’s message. He says, 
“Know with certainty!” Be assured of this. 
Jesus is the ascended King. 

anatomy of testimony

that David is a prototype. The things that happened 
to David became models anticipating another King 
to come. As you read through Psalms, you’ll find 
that some things are applicable to David; often other 
things are inadequately expounded or unfilled in 
David. This transcendent language in the Psalms 
continues to build until you have an entire messianic 
expectation. The mystery leads the people to wonder, 
just who is this King?

Peter ties the events of Pentecost to Jesus’s ascension 
in verse 33, and then he quotes Psalm 110. The early 
church loved to quote Psalm 110. Like the other 
Davidic typology, this messianic psalm also awaited 
fulfillment. David foresaw the ascended Lord in some 
way. He looked forward to one greater than himself. 
Jesus also quoted this psalm in Luke 20:41-44, 
silencing his opponents as he pointed to himself as 
the One who would sit on the throne forever. 

Peter concludes his sermon with the confession of the 
early church (v. 36). Peter didn’t try to domesticate 
Jesus. He didn’t soft-pedal the gospel. He says that 
Jesus is King; therefore, people should submit to him. 
He preached in the spirit of Psalm 2: “Pay homage to 
the Son or he will be angry and you will perish in your 
rebellion, for his anger may ignite at any moment, All 
those who take refuge in him are happy” (Ps. 2:12)

We need to recover awe of the ascended Lord of 
glory, as Revelation 6:15-17 describes Jesus. His love 
has been spurned; his purity has been trampled; his 
truth has been buried. But one day this merciful Jesus 
will rule with a rod of iron, and the most powerful of 
men will hide in fear of him.

The Messiah    [Acts 2:33-36]
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Finally, we read of the amazing results of Peter’s preaching (v. 37). The audience felt convicted because 
they were guilty. They were pierced because they realized they were objects of God’s wrath. They 
longed to be free from condemnation. Notice that they don’t wait for Peter to offer an invitation. They 
ask him how they should respond to his message.

Once again, Jesus’s words about the work of the Spirit are on display. In John 16:8-11 Jesus said, 

 

Peter’s sermon shows us how the Spirit of God takes the gospel and works in people’s hearts. As 
you exalt Jesus through your witness, start a habit of praying for the Spirit to bring conviction and 
repentance to those you encounter. But it is important to remember, that the Holy Spirit alone is the 
one who does the convicting, not us.  
     
     In verses 38-41 we see God’s glorious work of conversion. Peter describes the human and divine 
slides of conversion. Humanly speaking, one must repent and believe in order to be saved. This faith is 
expressed through baptism, a public declaration of one’s faith in Christ. All who turn from sin and trust 
in Jesus will be indwelt with the Holy Spirit. 

     Some have suggested that this passage teaches “baptismal regeneration,” that is, that one is saved 
by baptism. While Peter is emphasizing baptism, we must not ignore the context. Baptism follows 
belief in the Word. And when one reads the rest of the conversion texts in Acts, it is clear that baptismal 
regeneration is not being taught. Salvation through repentance and faith is in view here (See 2:21; 3:19; 
10:43; 13:38-39; 15:9; 16:31; 20:20-21).

      The divine side of conversion involves God’s sovereign activity. Peter says that the Lord is calling 
people to himself (2:39).The Lord’s active work in the hearts of rebellious people gives us hope in 
evangelism. Keep lifting up Christ and pray for the Spirit to convict people and lead them to
repentance. Don’t miss that on one day, at one event, the Lord brought three thousand to 

“When he comes, he will convict the world of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment: about sin, because 

they do not believe in me; about righteousness, 
because I am going to the Father and you will no 
longer see me; and about judgment, because the 

ruler of this world has been judged.

The harvest    [Acts 2:37-41]
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Gracious Father, this week 
as I seek to understand 
who the Holy Spirit is and 
what He wants to do in 
my life, give me an eager 
mind and a receptive 
spirit. I am so thankful that 
I don’t have to wander 
from sacred space to 
sacred space in search 
of Your power and Your 
glory. You come to me just 
where I am until my heart 
glows with your glory. 
Amen. 

Let’s Pray
If you were a reporter in Jerusalem on 
Pentecost, how would you have reported 
what happened? 

What signs at Pentecost most resonate with 
you? Explain why?

What do you think it means to repent from 
the sins of our generation? What are some of 
our generations’ sins?  

Describe a time in which you were warned and 
protected by the Holy Spirit. Describe what it 
was like to hear Him speaking to you and to 
trust that it was His voice. How did He help 
you–did He speak to you directly or through 
another person or through a dream or by some 
other means? Be sure to express your gratitude 
to God for providing a Help for you. 

Questions

Reflection

Himself! Peter urged the crowd to turn from their personal sins as well as from the sins of the their 
generation, and many of them did. This great harvest on the day of Pentecost established a new 
community, which we will discuss next week. 

In our walk through Acts, we have already seen how the Spirit works to accomplish his primary 
purpose: exalting Jesus (John 16:14). We have also found much to encourage us. We have the 
necessary equipping to be faithful witnesses because we have the Word and the Spirit. 

We see how the Spirit is transforming us to birth a church that is alive. This church is a new nation of 
new creations in Christ, who live on mission as citizens of his Kingdom.  




